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COMMUNITY PROTECTION 
Motion 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [4.00 pm]: I move — 
That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for failing to protect the community of 
Western Australia. 

I claim to have absolutely no predictive or psychic powers, but it is almost as though, when I gave notice to move 
this motion yesterday, I knew what would confront Western Australians when they woke up this morning and 
opened their newspaper. They saw the front page of The West Australian with a headline “(It’s almost) murder on 
the dance floor” and a photograph of a bloodied and battered young man whose only crime was to want to go out 
and have a good time with his friends in Perth and in Northbridge and in our entertainment district. Perhaps I have 
predictive powers. I do not. Unfortunately, I have the experience that every other Western Australian has been 
enduring over the past two years—that is, an escalation in violent crime, an escalation of people feeling unsafe in 
our streets and our communities and an escalation of this government simply pretending that there is nothing to 
see here. This government says, “Move on. There is nothing to see here. Look at the statistics. Blame somebody 
else. It is somebody else’s fault.” I am waiting for the day that this government, when we ask it about keeping our 
community safe, simply says it was going to do that, it did a lot of work at home on that, but the dog ate its 
homework and it cannot present it to us today. The public of Western Australia knows that they are all lame 
excuses, which continue on an almost daily basis from this government. 
When we raise these issues legitimately as a responsible opposition should raise them, the government’s reflexive 
response is to say that we are running the place, the state, down. Sadly, that is not the case. We have no intention 
of running this place down. We would like, and our community expects, a safe community in which law-abiding 
citizens can go about their day-to-day lives without the fear of criminality or violence. The public also expects that 
when there is an escalation of violence and crime, their elected representatives will take swift action to improve 
safety and security, to increase police presence and to put in all the other services that are required underneath the 
police response. They expect it all the way through from family services and corrective services to juvenile justice 
services. They expect the government to address issues such as homelessness and substance addiction, particularly 
meth addiction. That is what the public expects, and that is what good government ought to deliver. 
The public does not expect a government that simply runs away from the problem and says it is all too hard. It 
seems like groundhog day; we come in here and repeat the same story. The names and faces of the victims have 
changed, but the story remains the same. There is lawlessness on our streets. People are randomly subjected to attacks 
on the street, in licensed premises and in their homes. People are subjected to theft and stealing in their retail or 
commercial businesses and in their homes. There is an ever-present danger. It is just not good enough. When we 
see headlines and photographs such as the confronting photograph on the front page of today’s The West Australian 
and an editorial in the newspaper condemning this violence and calling for tougher action, the government knows 
that the opposition is not just being oppositionist, for want of a better term, when it comes in here and tries to raise 
issues because that is what oppositions do. We are raising issues of critical concern to the general public of 
Western Australia—the safety of our community. We need this government to stop pretending that the problem 
does not exist. It needs to stop ignoring or trying to deflect the problem. Instead, we need a government that 
responds to the demands of the public of Western Australia to make and keep our community safer. 
Almost everywhere you look, the facts speak for themselves. This latest attack that was on the front page of today’s 
paper happened in one of our premier entertainment precincts, right on the border between the CBD and Northbridge, 
where we want to encourage as many people as possible to come. We want people to be safe, whether they are 
interstate or overseas visitors—visitors from the new flight from Japan—people coming in from the suburbs for 
a good night out, or people coming in from the regions for a weekend away. Maybe over this weekend and perhaps 
other weekends in the next few weeks, people from interstate will come to watch their football team and at the same 
time have a great time in one of our many wonderful entertainment venues. We have wonderful hospitality venues, 
including food and beverage venues, live and recorded music venues and bars and restaurants. I am talking about 
the sort of venues that this Premier, when he was the minister responsible for liquor licensing, used to champion. 
Set up a vibrant entertainment precinct and people will come! That is what he used to champion. But what is 
happening on those entertainment precincts is driving people away. It is sending absolutely the wrong message to the 
people we want to attract. At the same time, it is destroying those businesses that have invested in good faith, 
hoping that they would get custom to come to their excellent venues. A tourist in Western Australia this morning 
may wander down to a cafe for some breakfast, pick up the local paper to see what is going on, perhaps to find out 
about a show they have not heard of, and see this on the front page. They may be a tourist who has come to watch 
their football team; I think Essendon is playing here tomorrow. They may be a tourist from Japan or anywhere else. 
They may be a businessperson who is thinking that after conducting business here today, they might wander down to 
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Market Grounds, which I think is the venue where the incident occurred. The member for Dawesville has told me 
that it is a wonderful venue, one of many wonderful venues in our city. That is what they were thinking, but, instead, 
the message sent to them is: my goodness, be careful! Do not go out there. It could be dangerous. This did not just 
happen the other day; it is a continuation of similar violence that happened last weekend, and the weekend before 
that, completely unabated. We have spoken about the two horrific incidents that happened the weekend before last. 

Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member! 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It happened the week before last. We saw the glassings, the attacks, on people who were 
associated with a famous actor who was here to perform a stage show, and another glassing in the entertainment 
precinct, and they are not isolated incidents. As we have said before, in the past 12 months, the number of criminal 
incidents reported in Northbridge has increased from 569 to 743. That is a 30.6 per cent increase in the last 12 months. 
Sex offences have gone up. Assaults have gone up. Stealing has gone up. It has gone up two years in a row. We 
are now at the stage where, over a two-year period, from 2016–17 to 2019–20—that is, the two full years that 
this government has been in office—crime in Northbridge has gone up by 38 per cent. The assaults I refer to are 
non-family assaults, so they are stranger-on-stranger violence, the sort of thing we want to completely and utterly 
eliminate, so that people are free to go out and have fun without the threat of this violence being perpetrated against 
them. What is the response from this government? Nothing. “Nothing to see here!” they say. It is the same in the 
CBD. The boundary between Perth and Northbridge might be a bit of an artificial distinction, but it is happening 
across our entertainment precinct. Crime in the CBD of Perth is up 7.3 per cent. Sex offences, including rape, are up 
by 33 per cent in the centre of our city. Stealing is up 9.4 per cent. We continue to see this escalation, and it is not just 
in Northbridge and Perth. Other members will speak about what is happening in their communities. We know that 
crime has been out of control in Mandurah, because that has been highlighted by the people of Mandurah, supported 
by their representative and the member for Dawesville. It is unacceptable. As I have said before, no member on either 
side of the house likes coming in here and saying, “Oh, crime statistics have gone up in my electorate.” 

Dr A.D. Buti: He is the member for Dawesville, not Mandurah! 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The member for Dawesville. The member for Mandurah knows about this; he was at 
the rally. He knows how his community is feeling. I hope the member for Mandurah is not only listening, but also 
talking to his colleagues at the cabinet table, because the member for Mandurah sits at the cabinet table. He cannot 
sit there and watch his community be torn apart by violence. He has to speak up, and he should. I trust he has. 
I know him well enough to know that he is a person who cares about his community. 

Mandurah is a classic case in point. There has been a lot of focus on Mandurah. It was not started by the member 
for Dawesville or the member for Mandurah; it was started by community members saying that they have had 
enough—community members whose businesses are continually being broken into. 

Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 

Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I will take up that interjection in a moment. The thefts in Mandurah earlier this year 
were under the current police model, under the current policing numbers, and were not anything to do with the past. 
Already, we are seeing the Minister for Child Protection and other members of the government saying, “Oh, it’s 
someone else’s fault.” Almost two and a half years after this government was elected, is it not about time it threw 
off the shackles of pretending to be in opposition? Is it not about time it threw off the L-plates? The public expects 
it to have thrown off the L-plates a long time ago. This government should stand up and take responsibility for the 
fact that it is the government of the day. The public is not really interested in whether it is Labor or Liberal 
providing better community safety and better community safety outcomes for the public—people are not interested 
in that at all. They are interested in the government of the day fixing the problem. Stop blaming other people! It is 
under your watch. It is happening now. 

The businesspeople I visited and spoke to in Mandurah are fed up with their businesses being targeted and broken 
into. They are being targeted by two specific and distinct groups. The first group is the predominantly younger theft 
gangs who walk in and steal from retail premises. That is happening right across the metropolitan area. It is having 
a massive impact, particularly on small businesses that have very small margins. We know that retail is doing it tough. 
There is a lot of local competition, competition online, and issues with the reduction in consumer spending. Retail 
is doing it tough. It cannot afford to be losing stock, walking out the door, stolen by predominantly young criminals 
who thumb their noses at the owners, knowing nothing is going to be done about them. The worst that could happen 
to them is they will be issued with an infringement ticket that they will not pay. That is the first group that is 
targeting them. Then there are the organised criminals who stake out the store, know what is there, and come in 
overnight and steal. In the case of the operators of the SportsPower store in Mandurah, around $70 000 worth of 
goods were stolen—goods that they could not display in their store and could not sell. They still had to pay the 
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invoices for those goods. That tipped them over the edge. When I saw those poor people, they had a big sign out 
the front, “Closing down sale”, and were closing down their business. When someone is a continual victim of theft 
in a retail environment, eventually, they cannot continue to carry the losses. That will cost not only those people 
who had invested their hearts and souls and their hard-earned money in the business, but also the staff their jobs. 
I think they have over a dozen staff across two stores. Youth unemployment in that area is already at unacceptably 
high levels. The predominantly young people who work in those retail stores are very knowledgeable and love 
their sports equipment. They can give people chapter and verse and tell them more than they ever needed to know 
about the equipment they ask for, whether it is about the tensile quality of a jersey, or the sorts of leaps and jumps 
people will be able to do if they wear the basketball shoes worn by Giannis Antetokounmpo, the most valuable 
player of the National Basketball Association, or by whoever wears particular shoes. Irrespective of that, those 
young people will be thrown on the scrapheap of unemployment because there is not a significant police presence. 
It has not stopped! We spoke about it here a couple of weeks ago and said that this government’s response to crime 
is to move police from one area to another area for a short time. Hopefully, their presence in one area will deter 
the criminals there, but, meanwhile, the criminals either move to the area that is empty or the criminals who were 
already there and were lying low until the police went away, start marauding in their own way. 
The problem has not been fixed in Mandurah. Just yesterday, on 3 September, an article was published in the 
Mandurah Coastal Times titled “‘Marauding’ youth gangs behind spike in burglaries”. The article, which was 
written by Vanessa Schmitt, states that the number of burglaries almost doubled in the eight months to August. There 
have been 30 burglaries in the suburbs of Dudley Park in the past two weeks on top of the 60 per cent increase in 
the previous financial year. The suburb of Herron had a 207 per cent increase in home burglaries. Halls Head had 
an 87.5 per cent increase in commercial burglaries—the targeting of businesses by professional thieving gangs to 
steal large quantities of goods that they can sell on the black market. At the same time, they cause immense financial 
damage to the businesses that are the subject of those burglaries. What is the government’s response? Nothing! It 
gives areas a few extra police for a few weeks to calm down the media cycle. Once the media cycle has gone, it 
takes the police back. The government will not care until the next time it flares up in the media or a dedicated local 
member stands up, calls for some action, and says that their suburb has had enough, that they will not stand for it 
anymore and will stand up for their local people and businesses, and the people whose homes and shops are being 
burgled. This problem occurs across the metropolitan area. The member for Scarborough recently spoke about how 
crime in Scarborough had increased significantly. In my own electorate of Hillarys, crime has been up significantly 
over the past 12 months. It has been under this government’s watch—not under some other policing model. In the 
suburb of Craigie, crime is up 21 per cent and in Sorrento it is up by 38 per cent. In the suburb of Hillarys, it is up 
by 11 per cent and in Kallaroo, crime has increased by 66 per cent in 12 months. 
In many ways that shows that right across the metropolitan area the government is simply shuffling the deckchairs of 
police in order to assuage the media cycle. It has nothing to do with providing an effective crime response or providing 
a deterrent effect. It has absolutely nothing to do with making our communities safer overall. I think the minister is 
fond of calling it a surge response. It goes off into the never-never after the media stops focusing on the issue. The 
Minister for Child Protection, the member for Fremantle, has acknowledged in previous debates that in Fremantle, 
particularly in the CBD, when the police presence was increased, not only did the rate of criminality fall, but also she 
was given plaudits by business owners and locals for listening to them and talking to the police minister to get 
a few extra police on the beat. That is terrific! That is what the local members should do. That is what we all do as 
local members. The member for Fremantle does it, the member for Dawesville does it, the member for Mandurah 
does it, the member for Riverton does it and I do it. Everybody does it! That is what we should do. 
However, when there are not enough police officers to go around, it is a sugar hit. For a week, a month or a couple 
of months, that area gets the servicing it deserves. Can members imagine that presence being there at all times 
without it detracting from the police presence in another region, or another CBD? That would be wonderful, would 
it not? But for that to happen, the police need additional resources, which this government is simply not providing. 
The figures are stark. In 2018, the last full year for which we have statistics, 265 police officers exited the police 
force. One would hope that people were graduating to replace those officers but, unfortunately, only 159 new 
police graduated in 2018. We are already starting off behind the eight ball with 106 fewer police graduating and 
joining the force in 2018 than those who left the force. Numbers are not going up; they are going down. They are 
being enhanced in the two units the minister keeps talking about having created—that is, the regional enforcement 
unit and the meth task force. They are not boots on the ground patrolling our streets, suburbs, regions and towns. 
I will get to the regions in a minute. 

It is just not good enough for this government to say that there is nothing to see here and that it is doing the best that 
it can. It is sitting on a budget surplus of billions of dollars a year over the forward estimates. I am the last person 
who would call for the government to somehow or other go into deficit to fund additional services, but it is sitting 
on a significant multibillion-dollar budget surplus. It should be thinking about only two things as a government. 
The first is to provide some relief from fees, charges and taxes for hardworking Western Australians. The second is 
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to provide additional resources for essential services such as police, health, education, child protection and the 
other essential services of state. That is what people are demanding of the government. The government has asked 
people to make significant sacrifices. It has increased household fees and charges by more than $800 a year per 
household across Western Australia. That is how it has managed to get a budget surplus, as well as some windfall 
gains through a combination of sky-high iron ore prices—although they are falling now—and the deflation of the 
Australian dollar in comparison to the US dollar, which provides an extra bonus on the royalties gained through 
iron ore because iron ore prices are denominated in US dollars. On top of that, it is not a windfall, but thanks to 
a federal Liberal government that listened in the end, the government is finally enjoying a return to a better share 
of GST. I hesitate to call it “fair”; it is not at 100 per cent, but it is fairer than what the previous Barnett Liberal 
government had to endure. Our GST returns may as well have been banked as zero in the Treasury documents, as 
the member for Riverton knows only too well. 
The government has all this additional money and is sitting on it while the community is crying out for help and 
support. The government itself has acknowledged that more police boots on the ground, a higher visible police 
presence, creates a strong deterrent effect and reduces criminality, particularly the criminality that happens in 
built-up areas: I refer to stealing from shops, assaults on the street and smashing the windows of parked cars to 
steal any visible valuables, and other sorts of opportunistic crimes. I hesitate to use that word; it is opportunistic 
in the sense that they see an opportunity to not only commit the crime, but also get away with it. They might see 
the mobile phone that has unfortunately been left in the front of a car, but if they have also seen a police car driving 
around the block a couple of minutes beforehand, they will think twice about smashing the window. They might 
go into a store and think they will help themselves to a jacket or a pair of shoes or whatever it might be, but if they 
have seen a police presence up and down High Street if it is in Fremantle or up and down the Hay St Mall if it is 
in Perth, they will think twice about it. 
A visible police presence works; we know it works, so give the police more resources. In particular, give police 
the opportunity to stop these attacks, like the one that was reported in the paper this morning and the ones that 
have happened before. One of these attacks is genuinely one too many, and it is a horrible advertisement for Perth 
and Western Australia, especially when tourists or businesspeople wake up and read the local paper to find that on 
the front page. It is devastating for businesses and devastating for our city and our state, and that is even before 
I get on to the regions. 
Our regions are also crying out for assistance with police resources. We know that consistently over the last two years, 
every single police district outside Perth and Mandurah has been unable to attract a sufficient number of police 
officers to simply match their authorised strengths. Is it any wonder that they cannot do that? 
Mr M.J. Folkard: Will you take an interjection, member? 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I am limited for time, but I am interested to hear what the member has to say, very quickly. 
Mr M.J. Folkard: When you were there, under the previous commissioner, it was even worse. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I dispute that. The figures quite clearly show that it might have been in some areas, 
but it was not in others, and it might have been frictional, but this is systemic. We have now had two years of 
continual inability to attract enough police officers to properly resource regional Western Australia, and that is 
happening in every single region. Those communities are crying out, including Busselton and Dunsborough. I am 
sure the member for Vasse will have a lot more to say on this than I will, but the rate of crime has gone up in those 
areas. I refer to an article written by Emma Kirk that appeared in the Busselton-Dunsborough Mail of 7 August, 
headed “WA’s crime statistics released” — 

WA’S crime stats for 2018-19 have been released showing there was a 4 per cent increase in offences in 
the Busselton and Dunsborough districts. 

The crime rate is also going up in Collie. I refer to the Collie Mail of 15 August and an article headed “Theft, burglary 
on the rise” — 

CRIME is back on the rise in Collie, with stealing offences increasing more than 26 per cent in the past 
financial year, according to recently published police data. 

It goes on and on, in every region. I refer to the Esperance Express of 23 August and the headline “West Beach 
‘has a crime problem’” — 

A WEST Beach resident says she is considering leaving the suburb over an escalation in crime. 
These are people in the regions who are crying out for help and support, and it is the same everywhere we go. If 
we go to the wheatbelt, people are saying, “We need more support for our police.” Police officers are doing the 
best they can. No-one gets more upset at not being able to service their local area with appropriate policing than 
our police officers. They try their absolute hardest, and many of them are pushed to breaking point because of their 
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sense of duty to serve and protect. They push themselves to do far more work than they ought to be doing, whether 
it is more work in the time allocated or simply spending more time at work. We know that that can be a bit of 
a trap in regional Western Australia, because many of them are relocated there and lose track of time doing what 
they want to do, which is to protect the community. All they are doing is crying out for support. 
Is it any wonder that we cannot fill the vacancies available in every regional police district in this state? Not at all. 
This government has smashed police morale. Prior to the 2017 election, the Labor Party made a direct promise to 
the police of a fair pay increase. The previous government had offered 1.5 per cent in good faith, and the then 
McGowan opposition said, “Yeah, me too. We’ll do that; we’ll match it—1.5 per cent.” Come the election, the 
McGowan opposition is elected to government, and it walks in and withdraws — 
Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The Attorney General should make up his mind; he does not even know what the 
figure is. 
We see the horrible circumstance of a party that prides itself on being the party of the trade union movement actually 
withdrawing an offer that is on the table during a pay negotiation, substituting it with a paltry $1 000 per year pay 
increase, and smashing the morale of police officers, especially given that those police officers are part of every 
Western Australian family that has to pay up to $800 more per year in household fees and charges as a result of the 
increases perpetrated by this government. On top of that, the government increased the cost of Government Regional 
Officers’ Housing for police officers by $30 a week, so they got the double whammy. Their pay increase does not 
even cover the cost of their rent increase, let alone the cost-of-living increases and the increased household fees 
and charges imposed on all Western Australians by this government. Is it any wonder that it is not attractive for 
police officers to go to the regions. It costs them to go to the regions. Yes, the system of rent parity under the 
Government Regional Officers’ Housing program might have been introduced by the previous government, but at 
the same time, the previous government introduced a direct payment into the police budget so that the costs were 
absorbed between the two departments—the costs went from the police department to the housing department—
without impacting the pay packets or the hip pockets of our police. This government discontinued that and, instead, 
started an escalation. I recognise that this government has frozen the current increase pending a review. We will 
hold our breath and see what that brings. However, at the moment, there is a massive disincentive to recruiting 
police generally and an even bigger disincentive to getting police to go to the regions. I acknowledge that it has 
always been tough to get police to go to the regions, but the direct decisions of this government have made it harder 
and left regional communities less protected than ever before. Regardless of whether a person goes to Merredin, 
Kellerberrin, Kalgoorlie or anywhere else, they get the same story: the community thinks that their police officers 
are doing the best they can, but there are not enough of them, and the police officers say that they would love a few 
more officers. They do not want extra officers above the authorised strength. They would simply love to reach the 
authorised strength so that they can provide greater protection for their community and drive down those crime 
rates that we talked about in areas such as Collie, Busselton, Dunsborough, Esperance, Kalgoorlie and all over the 
rest of the state. Our police want to drive down the crime rate but this government is not resourcing them to do that. 
Is it little wonder that we are not attracting more people to join the police force? I said earlier that we lost 265 officers 
in 2018 and had only 159 new graduates come through. In the end, we were 106 officers down over the 2018 year—
is it any wonder! Police pay has been cut. This government has shown very little love. There is an indication that in 
this police pay round they will not get any more love from this government than they have already received, which 
is nothing, and now we are seeing an escalation in assaults against police officers. In 2018 there were 994 assaults. 
That is a lot lower than in 2008–09 when there were 1 300 assaults—more than 1 300 a year. The previous Liberal 
government with Christian Porter as Attorney General introduced mandatory minimum sentencing for assaults on 
police officers and other officers. The rate of assaults reduced markedly. In the first year it fell by more than 400—
a massive decrease—and by 2013, it had fallen to 816. Now, under this government, we are seeing a steady rise again. 
That is not good enough. The number of unique instances or individual officers who were assaulted increased to 
761 last year—that is 761 too many. I know that we all agree on that, but I have a problem with the message that 
this government is sending to the public: it is a free for all on our streets. Police officers can be bashed, sometimes 
with impunity, and it is not good enough. It is happening across the board to not only police officers. A couple of 
weeks ago we saw horrific photos of a paramedic who was bashed for simply doing his job at Midland Public 
Hospital. We hear about the escalation of violence in our schools. We hear about principals and teachers being 
assaulted. I understand that some of those assaults involve students at the school, but far too many of them involve 
parents or other adults who walk onto school grounds and are now treating our teachers and principals as punching 
bags. We do not have to go back to when I was a student, but only five, six, eight or 10 years ago, across all types 
of government, when it was inconceivable that a parent or some other adult would walk onto school grounds and 
assault a principal or a teacher. In fact, principals and teachers were seen as figures of authority. Now it has gone 
the other way. It is just not good enough. The representative bodies of the school principals and the teachers are 
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calling for action. The same is happening with nurses, hospital staff and doctors. The Australian Nursing Federation, 
the various unions involved in the health services—United Voice and the Health Services Union—and the 
Australian Medical Association are all calling for some action from this government, such as increased security. 
Perhaps this government should look at the powers of the security officers and definitely toughening up sentencing. 
The same call was made today by the editorial in The West Australian on how best to stop these glassing incidents 
from occurring. The first step is to get more police on the streets. We need to increase police numbers and give 
police the resources they need to stop this violence from happening. The second step is to toughen up sentencing. 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Which of the sentences are not tough enough? 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The member should ask the editor of The West Australian who wrote the editorial 
today because I do not have time today to start with a complete list. 
Mr J.R. Quigley: I am asking you which sentences are not tough enough. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): I think he heard you the first time, Attorney General. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I will get there in a minute. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: You are responding to the Attorney’s question, I take it. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The editor of The West Australian wrote an editorial today on sentencing to catch up 
with community sentiment. 
Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I know that this week is challenging for the Attorney General. Usually, most weeks, 
the Attorney General and I are up on our feet talking and having a bit of an argy-bargy, but this week he does not 
get that opportunity. This is private members’ business and hearing inane interjections that are crafted solely to — 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Challenging? A fight with a paraplegic is more challenging. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): Attorney General, I think you should withdraw that. 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: I withdraw. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: Crafting inane interjections, calculated solely to put opposition members off their 
speeches, is ridiculous. It is no more than an abuse of parliamentary process. Members opposite are experts at it 
and, unfortunately, they think that it is good fun to come in here and play games when we are talking about serious 
issues. I want those members to tell the seniors in our community that they would rather play games, try to score 
political points and make funny insider interjections that only they can laugh at, than consider why the number of 
assaults on seniors have increased from 638 in 2017, to 661 in 2018. Seniors are amongst the most vulnerable 
members of our community. They deserve to feel safe and protected in their homes and their community—
absolutely safe and protected. They should not be subject to marauding gangs or attacks, whether they are on the 
street or in a shopping centre, and fear that some young hooligan will come up behind them and whack them over 
the head and try to steal their bag or shopping or whatever. They should feel safe at all times. However, the number 
of assaults against seniors is escalating. Less than a week ago an article by Heather McNeill appeared on WAtoday. 
It was widely covered in the media. Under the headline “Elderly Perth trio tell of attempts to fight back against 
‘vicious’ home invader”, it states — 

Edith, 70, her mother, 95, and brother, 72, were inside their East Victoria Park house around 6.30pm 
when they heard a loud bang come from the kitchen. 
Edith and her brother went to find the entire window frame pushed in, and thought a strong gust of wind 
had caused the damage. 
She told Radio 6PR she cleaned up the area and had began cooking dinner when she heard her mother scream. 
“Mum thought she heard a noise and walked into the hallway and saw this guy standing there, and she 
screamed so [my brother] Frank went running in, I went running in, and I knew Frank had a baton [in his 
room]” she said. 
“[The intruder] and Frank were fighting. 
“I wasn’t going to let him get the better of my brother ... so I passed [the baton] over to my brother and 
that’s when [the intruder] threw me down onto the ground. 
“He was very strong and he was quite vicious, he was going for my brother.” 
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The intruder also pushed the sibling’s mother over in the chaos, injuring her neck, before fleeing back 
out the kitchen window with a backpack. 
“I’m still shook up from the events of last night,” Edith said. 
“I’m shaking, it’s just the aftershock. 

“They got him last night so before we went to bed we knew he had been apprehended.” 
Edith said her mother was in hospital on Friday morning with neck injuries, while her brother had suffered 
a broken toe. 

Well done to the police—I think it was Cannington police in this case—for getting this intruder. The article continues — 
Cannington Detectives allege the intruder was a 46-year-old Geraldton man who went on to enter two other 
properties nearby after fleeing the East Victoria Park home. 
“It is further alleged that the man then entered a property on Hill View Terrace, East Victoria Park and stole 
two handbags. He then entered another property on the street where a 48-year-old man was assaulted,” 
a police spokesman said. 
Police have charged the man with four counts of aggravated home burglary, two counts of aggravated 
robbery, two counts of common assault, one count of aggravated assault occasioning bodily harm, two counts 
of stealing and one count of attempting to steal a motor vehicle. 

This man went on a crime spree. Three of the victims were elderly Western Australians. Another of the victims was 
a 48-year-old man who was assaulted. Members should think of the circumstances here. That was an intergenerational 
family—a 95-year-old mother with her 70-year-old daughter and her 72-year-old son. They should be able to have 
quiet enjoyment of their property without any fear at all that some thug, some criminal, would break into their kitchen 
while they were in their home and not only steal from them, but assault them so viciously, and they fought back. 
What are people to do? I suppose adrenaline kicks in in those circumstances and people want to protect themselves 
as well. Eventually, three of them forced him to leave, but that could have ended up even worse than it did. It is bad 
enough that those people have to live with the nightmares, the memories and the pain of the assault, and the neck 
injuries that the 95-year-old mother suffered from. That is bad enough. Think about how much worse it could have 
been. However, this guy was not apprehended. He kept going and turned his one attack into a complete crime spree. 
Again, if there were a strong police presence, perhaps he might have been intercepted earlier. If he knew that police 
would be on to him, maybe he would have been deterred from even doing it in the first place. I acknowledge that 
we cannot stop all criminality, but we need to give police the greatest possible resources we can to avoid these 
things from happening. This is not an isolated incident. Assaults on our seniors are going up. As I said, the figures 
have increased from 638 to 666 in just one year; 661 seniors are assaulted in this state every year. That in itself is 
unacceptable and unbelievable. It should be stopped. 
In relation to this incident, the aggravated assault occasioning bodily harm in the course of an aggravated robbery, 
the previous Liberal government brought in tough mandatory sentencing laws. I am going to steal the vernacular 
that the Attorney General likes to use when he is up on his feet and gets carried away: I hope that when that man 
appears in court—I hope it is escalated from the Magistrates Court; I really do—the judge throws the book at that 
character and sends a strong message that if people are going to do that sort of crime, they will do significant time. 
Returning to the calls from the editor of The West Australian in the editorial today for sentencing to reflect the 
severity of the crime, here is one more high-profile example of an opportunity to send the strong message that we 
as a society do not tolerate this activity. We as a society accept that there are many, many problems out there, so 
if there are issues around substance abuse, methamphetamine abuse or other drug abuse, the government should 
use some of its budget surplus to provide additional resources to deal with that. There are marauding crime gangs 
in Mandurah. There are suburbs of Esperance with a crime problem. There are suburbs across Perth with a crime 
problem. There are headlines in the paper about vicious glassing assaults. A glassing is a serious assault occasioning 
bodily harm. When that is happening in the centre of our city and in our entertainment district, it is not good 
enough for the government to look away. It is not good enough for this government to say, “Nothing to see here. 
It was someone else’s problem. The previous government didn’t do much about it. It must be your fault.” No, it is 
not; it is certainly not anyone else’s fault other than the government’s. It is the government’s responsibility. I am 
not laying fault on the government. It is not causing the criminality. What I am asking the government to do, and 
what the public of Western Australia is asking it to do, is to respond to that criminality with a properly resourced 
police force, with proper security in our hospitals, and with a proper legislative framework to protect people such 
as nurses, doctors and hospital workers. 
The government should wake up from its slumber and do what some members opposite did every now and again 
during my contribution—woke up from their slumber and did something—but make it more meaningful than 
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mouthing platitudes, or blaming someone else, or creating a surge response that robs police officers from one district 
and moves them to another district for the sole purpose of making the bad media publicity go away for a few 
weeks. It must move on from that. That is juvenile politics. That is not even politics of a responsible opposition; 
that is just juvenile politics. I hesitate to say it is student politics. I did not see it that bad in student politics and 
I was there for a long time. The public of Western Australia is crying out for the government to show that it is 
serious about crime in this state and that it is serious about protecting our community and about protecting Edith 
and her brother, Frank, and their mother and the thousands and thousands of people like them out there—protecting 
them from the criminality to which they are being subjected. It is just not good enough anymore to blame someone 
else. The government should take off the L-plates and become a responsible government; become a government 
that responds to the needs and demands of our community; become a government that stops us from needing to 
get up here and talk about these things. It should perhaps think about its own spin cycle.  
All that wonderful publicity about a new daily airline service from Japan to Perth—the first plane arrived on Sunday, 
if I am not mistaken, full of tourists, so hopefully we have now had two or three plane loads of tourists—has 
been shot to pieces by a headline in the paper. Do not blame the paper. Do not blame the opposition. Blame only 
two people: firstly, blame the perpetrator—do not let them get away scot-free—and, secondly, blame the government 
for not properly resourcing our police force so that it can have a strong visible presence on our streets to deter this 
type of crime. I sincerely hope that I do not have to keep getting up and talking about these things. I sincerely hope 
that this government responds to this issue by fixing it rather than blaming someone else. I keep saying, and I mean 
it, that I come to this place to get better community outcomes. It does not fill me with any great joy to get up and 
highlight these things. I do it because the public of Western Australia demands it of all its representatives in this 
place to highlight issues that are of real concern. Community safety is a real issue. Stop sweeping it under the 
carpet. Stop trying to make it go away so that it does not appear on the front page of the paper and actually make 
it go away by giving our police the resources they need to better protect us from the criminals out there. 
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [5.01 pm]: I, too, join the member for Hillarys in condemning the McGowan 
Labor government for failing to protect the community of Western Australia. I might borrow from the member for 
Hillarys the front page of the paper, because this should be a constant theme for all of us in our contributions today. 
The front page of today’s The West Australian is an indictment of this government for failing to protect the people 
of Western Australia, the broader Western Australian community, and for the lack of resources it has given to the 
Western Australia Police Force. As the member for Hillarys has quite rightly pointed out, Western Australian 
police now face an awful circumstance in which they have not been invested by this government and, more than 
that, their calls for more resourcing, which reflect the broader community’s calls for police to be better supported, 
have fallen on deaf ears. The results speak for themselves, unfortunately. When the police force has not been 
invested in by a government — 
Mr M.J. Folkard: Will you take an interjection? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I will in a moment, member for Burns Beach. I look forward to the member’s contribution 
at some point. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): The member for Dawesville did say that he would take an interjection, 
so just wait until he leaves a gap. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Undoubtedly, the member will praise the former government for the significant investment that 
it delivered for WA police. I know that the member for Burns Beach, as a very considered individual, would have been 
shocked and disturbed when he saw the front page of today’s The West Australian, but he knows in his heart of hearts 
that that reflects a much deeper problem that exists with this government, and that is a lack of investment in our police. 
It is interesting to me, because this is not restricted to any one area. As the member for Hillarys pointed out, this 
problem exists right across the great state of Western Australia, from as far down as Esperance, all the way up to 
the regional cities and the capital and right up north. We would expect any diligent Minister for Health who had 
seen the violent assaults that are being orchestrated in our state’s hospitals and any government that was across its 
brief and was aware of what is going on in our community and was interested in doing something about it would 
have seen the trend developing and would have intervened instead of trying to respond to a media cycle every time 
there is a negative article in The West. I would think that the government would be across its brief and would take 
some active measures to try to stop this getting out of control, but it has actually got far, far worse. 
I would like to pick up a couple of points that were raised in the member for Hillarys’ exceptional contribution 
and talk about my district of Dawesville and the City of Mandurah more broadly. I would like to talk very briefly 
about the exceptional work that the member for Carine has been doing with homeless people and, in particular, 
some of the efforts in the CBD, which the member for Hillarys also raised. I will reiterate the concerns about the 
violent assaults on our frontline health workers. Of course, that falls under this motion, because the McGowan 
Labor government is failing to protect doctors, nurses and hospital staff right across Western Australia. In the last 
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year alone, 9 825 code blacks were called in just three hospitals. A code black is called when a staff member feels 
under threat from violence or intimidation. Nearly 10 000 code blacks were triggered across just three hospitals—
Royal Perth Hospital, Fiona Stanley Hospital and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. That is an alarming rate of 
intimidation and violence that is being orchestrated in our hospitals. The minister continues to ignore the issues 
that are occurring in our state’s health system in a range of areas, and of course he is completely ignorant of the 
violence. I expected the government to provide far more definition and certainty about its $5 million spend, but it 
has not. The McGowan Labor government acts only to appease a media cycle. It acts only to ensure that it can put 
out a press release with a headline figure, and the details are worked out later. We have seen that time and again 
with this government in a range of policy areas, but in the one aspect of citizens’ welfare that should be the top 
priority of any government, protection from violence and aggression, the McGowan Labor government is found 
incredibly wanting, and that has flowed through to our state’s hospitals. 
I can look at some of the articles that have come out recently. One of the circumstances that we have read a bit 
about recently was of a paramedic who was allegedly knocked unconscious in the car park at Midland hospital just 
for doing his job. I have seen some of the material that St John Ambulance Australia has put out on social media. 
What happened to that ambulance officer is an awful story. Paramedics get targeted on a regular basis. The welfare 
of paramedics is obviously of utmost concern to all of us. They do an outstanding job in our community and of 
course matter a great deal to the new CEO and St John Ambulance more broadly. I was astounded and shocked to 
find out that St John’s paramedics are targeted with intimidation and violence at an alarming rate. Paramedics go 
into circumstances in which there are instances of violence as a result of drug or alcohol use or mental health 
concerns. They often put themselves in harm’s way. They might not even know whether a venue is secure. They often 
go through the front door not knowing what is behind the door, except that someone is in dire need of treatment. 
Mr M.J. Folkard: Very rarely do they go through a front door without knowing what’s behind it, and I know because 
I’ve carried them in there. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I am sure that the member for Burns Beach has, but they are the stories that have been 
relayed to me. Of course, they do this in conjunction with the exceptional men and women of the WA Police Force. 
The point stands, though, that our paramedics find themselves in circumstances in which they are targeted with 
acts of violence. It is occurring now simply in a car park when they are not responding directly to a job. They go 
above and beyond on a daily basis, but there could be anything in a house and they could be assaulted and 
intimidated. In a clinical situation in a hospital, people are there to be treated for a condition or an illness. The 
Leader of the Opposition, the member for Scarborough, pointed out a number of the wards at Charlies that her 
family members work in. In wards such as the cardiac recovery unit at Charlies, there has been an alarming rate 
of violence. None of us should ever condone any sense of violence and we would certainly never expect it to 
happen in a ward like that, where people are recovering from a cardiac-related operation. It really disappoints me. 
I reiterate the point that was made earlier this week. Whenever the government responds to an issue raised by the 
opposition on crime or health, or anything like that—whenever the member for Carine raises a matter on 
homelessness or whenever the member for Hillarys raises a matter about law and order—the opposition is accused 
of somehow politicising the matter. Simply because we are holding the government to account to protect the people 
of Western Australia, to invest in the Western Australia Police Force so that it is better resourced, and to protect 
healthcare workers, the opposition is somehow accused of being political. These are very real and salient issues in 
our community and we expect the government to do more to respond to them. That is what we are here to do. That 
is why we have moved this motion to condemn the McGowan Labor government, because it has absolutely failed 
to protect the community of Western Australia. 
I will break that down more. I will talk briefly about what is happening in my district and about the work that the 
member for Carine has been doing. The member for Carine and I have taken the opportunity during the dinner breaks 
in Parliament to go for a walk through the city at night. The member for Carine initiated it and has been doing so 
for months. I enjoy my walk with the member for Carine, but it is actually a work-related task. The member for 
Carine has been assessing what occurs in our CBD. On a weekly basis, the member for Carine walks through the 
city, actively trying to understand the circumstances that are confronting street-present and homeless people in the 
city. He is absolutely concerned—I am not verballing him; he has spoken a number of times in this house about 
this matter—about the plight of homeless and street-present people in our community. When we walk through the 
city, he and I often remark on how it has got markedly worse. Of course, I appreciate that it is a challenge for any 
provincial or national government to understand the baseline reading of the level of homelessness in cities and 
regions across the country. I know that it is difficult to do. I am aware of former Prime Minister Rudd’s landmark 
commitment to end homelessness. One issue that was identified as part of that commitment was that governments 
do not know. It is very hard to understand through a census or anything like that the level of street-present people. 
What we do know, we know because the member for Carine and a number of members on this side have been 
walking through their communities and the CBD — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: And no-one knew it before he discovered it four weeks ago. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Member for Fremantle, I — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: No-one had a freaking clue before the member for Carine suddenly discovered homelessness! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Member for Fremantle, I greatly — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: No-one knew before. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Sure. I greatly appreciate — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: It’s pathetic. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is not pathetic. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: What happened? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I find it remarkable — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Did he have an epiphany when he realised there might be a political opportunity? 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is not political at all. Again, this goes to the point I raised before. Somehow when the 
opposition raises issues in areas in which the government has been found wanting, it accuses the opposition of 
being political. The member for Carine cares greatly about the homeless people across Western Australia—in 
Rockingham, Fremantle, Perth, Carine, Mandurah, wherever they may be. I do not accept for a moment, minister, 
that this is political opportunism. This is a real issue. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: It certainly is a real issue. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I find it remarkable, minister, that you would suggest that somehow because we raise it now 
that it never existed before. We are not saying that at all. What we are saying is that the government is failing to 
act on it. The rate of street-present people — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Your government in eight years did very, very little. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I disagree with that. Lime Street, for example, was an exceptional short-stay facility and 
was supported by the previous government. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: And we still have a problem. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Of course. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: That is right. That is exactly what we say. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Of course we still have a problem. All of us accept that we still have a problem. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: One at a time. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: We raise those issues all the time, but of course when we raise them, we are accused of 
being political; when the government raises them, it is just a fact. Members on this side cannot raise it; that is 
somehow a problem. The point still stands: we recognise this is an issue—absolutely. The member for Carine has 
said that we want to work with the government to try to solve that problem. All of us care a great deal. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: He has never said that. He has never made any attempt. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I think he has been very constructive as part of his contribution. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr A. Krsticevic: I’ll give you the opportunity so that we can go out together. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: There we go; he has offered. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 
Ms S.F. McGurk: I would not inflict you on any of those people, frankly. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I find that very disappointing. The member for Carine cares a great deal and the minister 
will not join with him to visit people who are affected and who are street present in our city. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: They don’t need you to meet with them because he’s meeting with hundreds of them without you. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I find it — 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Good on him! Has he just discovered that in the last couple of weeks? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is not that we have discovered it. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Member for Vasse, that is a very good point. It is not about who gets there first. We expect the 
government to do something about it. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: We are doing something about it. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I look forward to the minister’s contribution. 
Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I appreciate the complexity. As I have said before, it is a very complex issue. I appreciate 
that. I would argue that the number of street-present people in our city, though, has increased at a remarkable rate. 
That is something that I am sure the minister agrees has increased at an alarming rate in the last 18 months. That 
is where we are at this point in time. 
That is the same reason we have raised the issue of violence in our hospitals. Yes, violence in our hospitals existed 
under the previous government, and under every previous successive government, but now it is occurring at an 
alarming rate. That is why the member for Hillarys has raised the issue of the level of violence in Northbridge. 
Violence in Northbridge occurred under all previous governments, but now it is happening at a record rate. That 
is the reason that we raise homelessness now. Yes, it occurred previously but it is now occurring at an alarming rate. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: We also had a solution for violence in Northbridge that was a combined effort—police and 
the Perth city council, who can’t do anything because the government won’t let them have elections. We actually 
had a combined solution that worked very well in driving down assaults in Northbridge. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right, Leader of the Opposition. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: As I best recall, because I had the privilege of serving the government as a policy adviser, 
I remember a concerted effort was led by the former government, with a dedicated focus on Northbridge. It got to 
the point at which the government — 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Will you accept an interjection from me, because you took one from the Leader of the Opposition? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Not right now, Attorney General. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! I would love to give you an early mark, but I am not going to. I am going to be a sadist 
and not call anyone to order, but please calm down. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I will not take the Attorney General’s interjections because it is important to explain the 
efforts of the previous Liberal–National government in its concerted approach to reduce crime in Northbridge. We 
did that. It was out of control. This is different. We recognised that crime was a problem. The former government 
recognised that street-present people and homelessness was an issue and did something about it. There was major 
investment in every special service to try to address that issue. I do not see a vision from this government to do 
that, minister. Frankly, I do not. I do not doubt the government’s level of commitment, but I do not see a plan. 
What I do see is that a range of issues have been occurring for a number of years and that the number of street-present 
people is alarming now. 
Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: It is at an alarming level. 
Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I find it — 
Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister! I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Anecdotally, friends of mine who live in the city recently went with their mates, who all have 
apartments in the city, to His Majesty’s Theatre to see Hair, where, as members know, the lead actor was allegedly 
assaulted. We expect Western Australia and Perth to be showcased for the talent that comes to our state and for the 
exceptional productions that are put on here. Unfortunately, the talk internationally is about violence orchestrated 
against an actor. My mates told me about their evening. They went back to their friend’s house, which is right near 
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His Majesty’s Theatre. The undercroft of their apartment block, before the secure door to get inside, is quite deep. 
It is exposed to the street and unfortunately a number of street-present and homeless people sleep in the undercroft 
of that residential building. It makes getting into their house very awkward and difficult. I do not know whether 
many members in this place live in an apartment, but I suspect that if any one of us did and we had to try to make 
our way over or around people who, unfortunately, are sleeping rough in an undercroft where our front door is, we 
would find it very confronting. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Our city is starting to develop an awful reputation among international and domestic tourists 
and, more than that, the people of our city are losing confidence in it. People should not have to experience such 
things on a daily basis. It is not something that anyone wants to experience. More than that, when we talk about 
protecting Western Australians, as this motion by the member for Hillarys rightly points out, it includes protecting 
homeless and street-present people and making sure that they have access to the services that they so desperately 
require. I expect that to be incumbent on any government that cares. If the government had any level of intent to 
do something to drive down the rate of homelessness and the number of street-present people in our city, it would 
do something about it. Instead, when we raise this issue, we get attacked for bringing it up. Our members get 
attacked for politicising it because we have the temerity to care about this issue. I find it deplorable behaviour from 
the government that it somehow fails to accept responsibility. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms M.M. Quirk): I am not too sharp today, but you seem to have advanced the same 
argument about five times. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I like to repeat the point. I have to underscore it, because — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: It is soporific. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: — some members opposite do not quite get it the first time around. 
Mr K.J.J. Michel interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Not the member for Pilbara! I know he gets it; do not worry about that. 
Mr A. Krsticevic: Next election he will get it! 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right. Undoubtedly, at the next election—I think in 553 days—the message will be 
sent; the member for Carine is right. If Labor members are not listening now, they will certainly be listening when 
the people of Western Australia have their say in 553 days.  
I will move on from the point about the city and the comments we made earlier about the circumstances that confront 
our CBD. But I will underscore the point: this Liberal Party, this Liberal opposition, this Leader of the Opposition, 
and the shadow minister for homelessness in particular, care about those people. They care about street-present people 
and the issues that impact them, and we want to do something about it. This government has failed to protect those 
community members and we want to do something about it. We hope that instead of the government responding to 
our motion and suggestions by attacking us, it accepts some responsibility and does something about the problem. 
In the final 10 minutes I have, I would not mind briefly talking about Mandurah and some of the work that has 
been done on crime there. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: They are really nice people. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: They are great people. There is an amazing member of Parliament in the southern part of 
Mandurah who was elected to the district of Dawesville! 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is right! 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I was particularly talking about Dawesville. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The member for Mandurah was there. We had a very important rally a number of weeks 
ago to really centre on the point that crime in Mandurah is out of control. I believe Mandurah has a microcosm of 
the issues that exist right across Western Australia at the moment. As I have spoken to the member for Carine 
about, we have a very high number of street-present people in the City of Mandurah. It is a confronting issue for 
a number of residents, because they all care about their community and they care about these people. It is very 
difficult in Mandurah, with the distance from the city and the social services required to intervene, to help those 
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homeless individuals. Service delivery is difficult. We want to make sure that there are services provided to those 
people, but we also want to make sure that, as a result, the circumstances they face are resolved. I have been 
speaking at length with the member for Carine. I hope to secure a visit with him and perhaps the member for 
Hillarys. We might all catch the train down together to have a meeting about community homelessness and 
safety—a law-and-order meeting—because I think it is really important to drive home the issue. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: I enjoy catching public transport. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I am sure the member for Hillarys does enjoy catching public transport. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: I do. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I am sure he does. 
As we come out of winter—I might reiterate the point—in Mandurah, we know anecdotally that the number of 
street-present people in our city goes up because it is warmer. We know the number of street-present people 
increases. That occurs not only in the parks near the estuary and the beach, but also on the streets in the CBD. As 
a local member, I would like to see something done about the issue. Working with the member for Mandurah, the 
local government of the City of Mandurah and the mayor, Rhys Williams, we have been trying to get mental health 
interventions with mental health social workers in Mandurah to help try to solve some of those issues with social 
work and outreach. So far, this government has been found wanting with that suggestion. I think it is a very real 
and pragmatic way to intervene in the unfortunate circumstances that those people face. I wish the Minister for 
Community Services was still here to discuss that proposal in more depth. The member for Mandurah has raised 
this publicly, and it is something I have raised publicly and something that the local government wants to see occur. 
Moving on from the issue of homelessness in Mandurah, crime levels there are out of control. There is no other 
way of putting it. The front page of the Mandurah Coastal Times this week makes reference to youth gangs 
operating in the central part of Mandurah and impacting the suburb of Dudley Park in my district. The member for 
Hillarys raised an alarming statistic that we should all be aware of. Burglaries in Dudley Park, which is the area of 
my district closest to the CBD, are up 60 per cent year on year. That is a huge amount. In the most recent two-week 
period there has been a spree. I can tell members that because people from Dudley Park, and the two distinct areas in 
particular, have rung my office and complained about the rates of crime sprees and home burglaries. It is absolutely 
not good enough when we have raised all of these issues before. How often do we have to keep confronting these 
rates of crime before the government does something about it? The member for Fremantle raised the point about 
police district changes under the previous government versus those that have occurred now. I point out that under 
the changes made under this government, there has been a net reduction in the number of police officers in 
Mandurah. We know there were a lot of local sergeants. They have been removed. The previous policing model 
had local sergeants strewn across Mandurah and they looked after their suburbs. Those local sergeants have now 
been removed; that is a fact. When I initially asked those questions, the government suggested that I was somehow 
misleading the people of Western Australia. Those local sergeants have gone. 
Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Every officer matters—I am sure the member for Burns Beach agrees. I would not want to 
see a local sergeant removed from my community, but that is exactly what has occurred under this government 
with the changes that were made. With this change in the police model, it does not surprise me that all of a sudden 
crime in Mandurah has gone up at a very alarming rate. I reiterate the point I made at our rally. If a person lives in 
Falcon, their home or business is being robbed every two days, with an increased rate of 15 per cent on the 
previous year. That is unacceptable for a small community like Falcon in our regional city of Mandurah. Crime 
has gone up in Halls Head. Burglaries have gone up in Herron. I will talk about a statistic that the member for 
Hillarys raised. In Herron, home burglaries have gone up 207 per cent year on year. Herron is at the southern end 
of Mandurah. It is a semi-rural environment and there is not a lot of traffic. It is a quiet spot in Mandurah. It is 
a beautiful, idyllic location. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Lovely, quiet enjoyment of life. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: There is a lovely, quiet enjoyment of life. 
As is a reflection of my district, people have chosen those large patches of land to retire on. A 207 per cent increase 
in burglaries has a very real impact on that small community. I have spoken to people who have come home to 
find their homes robbed. The police come around and the forensics team comes over and takes all the fingerprints. 
In one case they pointed out that there were some golf clubs on the kitchen table. The police officer said to the 
person who was robbed that they were for him if he had come home any earlier. 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Was there a note? 
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Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The police officers suggested that somehow those clubs would have been used in an act of 
violence in case the robbery was interrupted. That is awful. 
Mr J.R. Quigley interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: I am certain that the Attorney General knows that it would have been an awful thing for 
that homeowner to hear, more so because they are so far away from the city. These people in Herron are 25 minutes 
away from the City of Mandurah CBD. They are far away. In many cases, they have deliberately chosen an 
isolated, idyllic spot to retire. Now, they have seen a systemic, orchestrated increased level of burglaries in our 
communities. It is absolutely not good enough. That is down one end of the city. The other end is Dudley Park, 
where we have seen an increase in the rate of burglaries of 60-odd per cent. We know that in Falcon and Herron 
they have gone up. Overall, the Mandurah district has seen an eight per cent increase in the rate of crime. 
Mr M.J. Folkard: Are you sure? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Absolutely I am sure. 
Mr M.J. Folkard: I am looking at the statistics right now. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: That is in the Mandurah district, not the City of Mandurah. 
Mr M.J. Folkard interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Burns Beach! 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: The reason I know that is that the inspector of Peel police told me. He told me that; he told 
the member for Mandurah and he told the Mayor of the City of Mandurah. I welcome the member for Burns Beach 
telling the inspector that he was wrong, but I am taking WA police, who are there locally on the ground, at their word. 
Of course, maybe the member for Burns Beach, who is 100 kilometres away at the other end of town, knows better 
than the local inspector, but I will take him at his word that crime has indeed gone up by eight per cent. I believe 
that is validated by the statistics. More than that, regardless of the numbers, these are real people who have been 
impacted by these rates of burglaries, robberies and acts of aggression on our streets, with a grandfather selling 
fruit on a Sunday morning getting bashed in the Smart Street Mall and a young man coming out of a nightclub or 
a pub getting a brick to the head. These incidents have not occurred in isolation. They are part of an increase in 
crime in Mandurah. Mandurah is a microcosm of Perth and Western Australia, which have seen an increase in 
crime at an alarming rate. It is not good enough that crime in Northbridge has increased so significantly; indeed, 
it is at record levels. We expect the government to do far more to respond to this issue. It denies responsibility and 
says that the issue is our fault because we have raised the matter. The government should get on with the job of 
governing appropriately, which is what those who elected it would expect it to do. It should do far more to respond 
to these alarming rates of violence. When the opposition raises this issue in here, in this bubble, the government 
might feel aggrieved and say that this is a political ploy. But out there in the community, this issue resonates 
greatly. I know that, because when the member for Hillarys and the Leader of the Opposition went to Mandurah, 
they were greeted with open arms because, finally, some people from Perth, who will possibly be in a position of 
power in 553 days, would become aware of their plight and do something about it. This government continues to 
ignore Mandurah. The government and the Minister for Police have suggested that there are no problems and that 
everything is okay. That is absolutely unacceptable. The people of Mandurah have experienced an unfair level of 
violence and burglaries in their community. They deserve better. Western Australia deserves better. As I said at 
the top of my contribution, healthcare workers and homeless people deserve better. They deserve to be protected 
by their government, which should have their best interests at heart. Unfortunately, this government has not done 
that, and that is the reason the opposition has moved this motion to condemn the government. We absolutely 
believe that this government has failed to protect the Western Australian community in Mandurah and the city and 
it has failed to protect people in our healthcare system and across the state more broadly. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for South Perth! 
MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [5.31 pm]: Do not look so surprised, Mr Acting Speaker. I do give the 
occasional speech! 
I listened to what the members for Hillarys and Dawesville said on this motion. I will speak about crime and the 
way society has changed in the last five or six years. Glassing is not new. It has been around for a long time, but 
I was sickened by what I read about the glassing in a Perth pub in the early hours of last Saturday morning. I have 
just been talking to the Attorney General. We live in an age in which young people and sometimes not-so-young 
people have an aggressive nature. Some of that aggression is caused by drugs, such as meth, but some people are 
naturally aggressive. We see that aggressive behaviour when we are driving on the road. If a person driving on the 
road is not doing 10 kilometres over the speed limit, they will be tailgated because everyone is in a hurry and they 
are aggressively trying to get where they want to go. They do not stand back anymore. The guy was on the 
dancefloor in a nightclub. It was a bit packed and he got bumped by someone and he pushed around. The next 
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minute he got a glass to the face. Glassing can scar people for life. It is a shocking crime. I suggested to the 
Attorney General that maybe glassing should have a special category, such as assault with a weapon. It should be 
above a normal assault. The public would like to see something like that. Anyone who is found guilty of glassing 
should go to jail. The glassing happened in Northbridge. I have a few views on what happens in Northbridge and 
the Perth central business district. Before Northbridge was linked to the CBD with the sinking of the railway, to 
get to Northbridge from the city, people had to go across the Horseshoe Bridge or the other bridge. Now people 
can walk across at many points. When offenders assault someone in Northbridge or Hay Street in the CBD, the 
cops are called, but by the time they arrive, the offenders could be over the other side. They can go from 
Northbridge to the CBD or from the CBD to Northbridge. It is difficult for police. We cannot have police officers 
sitting by dancefloors in nightclubs. Those things should really be controlled by the management of clubs. But we 
need more police in Northbridge. 
Some years ago, Northbridge had a shocking reputation. I agree with the member for Dawesville. When we were 
elected in 2008 and the former member for Cottesloe, Colin Barnett, was the Premier, I remember him going to 
Northbridge. He went with one of our members, Hon Robyn McSweeney, to a nightclub. When he was talking to 
a young nightclub patron, he used that line, “Do you come here often?” I said, “Colin, I used to use that line back 
in the 60s!” He went there because it was an issue. I agree with the member for Dawesville: the former government 
cleaned up Northbridge. People would be eating alfresco and someone would come past and push their food off 
the table or they would turn the table over. People did not want to go back there. Later at night, when people spilled 
out of nightclubs, there were a lot of assaults and fights. It was an unpleasant place to be. We cleaned it up to some 
extent and now that unpleasantness has come back again. 
There was also a time when the Nyoongar Patrol was very successful in Northbridge. I do not know whether it is 
still going. A lot of kids would come in on the train from Armadale and other outer suburbs and they would run 
amok in Northbridge. It is an ongoing situation but we need to look at it. 
At a function the other day, I ran into the part-owner of The Shoe Bar, which is in Yagan Square. He showed me 
a video from the club’s CCTV of a lady — 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: I’ve seen that. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: He told me that he showed the footage to the member for Dawesville, but he said that he 
would show it to me because I am closer to the CBD than the member for Dawesville. 

The lady was obviously itinerant. I do not know whether she was homeless, but she was a street person. She walked 
up the stairs of The Shoe Bar, turned around and urinated on the top of the stairs. The part-owner said that we want 
tourists to come to our city, but they do not want to see something like that happening. I said, “Well, you can’t 
have a cop sitting outside your bar 24 hours a day.” His suggestion was an information booth or something like 
that in Yagan Square. People would know that someone is in the booth even if it is not a police officer. When 
I used to go to Sydney, I stayed near Kings Cross. There was a police station in Kings Cross and it was very central 
to whatever was happening. We used to have police patrols stationed in parts of Northbridge. That has to be done 
in a busy area. Kieran Glynn from The Shoe Bar, who is now one of my constituents, said that something like that 
would be good. He was thinking of tourism. The Minister for Tourism is here and he would agree that it is not 
a good look when people go to a city — 
Mr P. Papalia: Did Kieran tell you how business is going? 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: He does not talk much about such things. 
Mr P. Papalia: He told me because he wrote to me to thank me for the best winter he has experienced. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: He did not thank the minister for Yagan Square, did he? 
Mr P. Papalia: The Shoe Bar. 
Ms L. Mettam: Where is it? 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: It is in Yagan Square—another Liberal initiative! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P. Papalia: Do you want me to go get the letter? 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: I do not deny that he wrote to the minister. 
Mr P. Papalia: He thanked me for the events that we had put on this winter. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: I will tell the Minister for Tourism what — 
Mr P. Papalia: I don’t think he wrote to the member for Vasse but he did write to me. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: He said that he spoke to the member for Vasse. 
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Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Tourism and member for Vasse, the member for South Perth has the call. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Let me get back to the subject. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: All the owner of The Shoe Bar would like is some sort of a booth or something — 
Mr P. Papalia: I’ll tell you what he wouldn’t like—you talking about his establishment like that and putting it 
in Hansard. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: No; he told me about it. 
Mr P. Papalia: Did he tell you to go into Parliament and talk about how bad his establishment is? 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, that is one incident. He has a good business. 
Mr P. Papalia: Do you think that’s going to help his business or hinder it? 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Oh, cut it out. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Tourism! Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: He does not want it to happen again. He said, “How can I run a business when people are just 
walking in off the street” — 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Yes, he showed me. He wants something done, and I said that I would tell the minister for 
liquor licensing — 
Mr P. Papalia: He didn’t actually ask you to come onto the floor of Parliament — 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Hang on. The minister is not here to interrogate me; I am here to interrogate him! 
Anyway, that is the story of The Shoe Bar. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Tourism! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Another thing is happening in society, and if the minister will listen, I will just educate him 
a bit. Youth crime is growing around Australia. An article that appeared in the Herald Sun this week states — 

Children as young as 12 are among 396 youths facing almost 1000 charges in a new police crackdown 
on teen gangs, aggravated burglaries, violence and car thefts. 

This is in Melbourne, and these are young kids. The article continues — 
Police launched Operation Tidal across Melbourne’s southeastern suburbs in April and discovered fights 
planned on Instagram and crime sprees using convoys of stolen cars. 
Southern metro region Superintendent Paul Hollowood told the Herald Sun that school-aged children 
were increasingly bypassing low-level offending and going straight to committing serious crimes. 

If members think that is not happening here in Perth, they should think again. It continues — 
While the number of teenage girls involved in crime has surged, and police have also cracked down on 
opportunistic street robberies in which groups of youths target other teens. 
“We saw a lot of young people who didn’t graduate from minor offending to high-harm offending,” 
Supt Hollowood said. 
“They actually automatically just went straight into high-harm offending. 

This is what is happening. This week I attended a meeting of the Manning Community Association Committee. 
Members asked me to come to a meeting because there is now crime happening in Manning, in my electorate, and 
they are very concerned. I attended the meeting at which 32 people were in attendance, and they shared things they 
had seen happening in Manning. Also at the meeting were two City of South Perth mayoral candidates. Before the 
meeting, they said that they had received a call from the regional office of the Department of Housing to say that 
the department was working at a high level with police on some of the problem areas in Manning. I will relate 
some of the things that have happened, as outlined in an email from the committee — 
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• several residents walking dogs are witnessing vandalism, threats to residents and drug deals in car 
parks at Bowling Club and Tennis Club 

• bad behaviour on motorbikes and scooters witnessed by many residents in the past month, in Parks 
and on Oval next to School 

• Manning Hub playground equipment and equipment on Oval next to School have been stolen or damaged 
That equipment is now obviously in someone’s backyard, but the committee says that they now move things on 
very quickly and sell them on Gumtree and things like that; these people are pretty well organised. The shops on 
Welwyn Avenue have also been broken into over the past three weeks, with windows broken, goods stolen and 
shopkeepers being threatened and even assaulted during the day. Charges have been pressed over one daytime 
incident involving O’Brien’s Clothing Store. As the member for Hillarys said, these people now brazenly walk 
into shops, grab something and walk out again. 
Police have increased patrols at the request of the association. Children at a school wind-up event at the Manning Hub 
Sports Club witnessed drug deals being done at a nearby home, and some violent behaviour that was fearful for 
the parents; these are young kids watching this violent behaviour happening. Kids on mopeds broke into a house 
in daylight hours and were caught on camera; residents followed them to an address and waited but by the time 
police arrived, they had disappeared. Several residents have gathered lots of CCTV footage of hooded youths 
patrolling the streets at all hours over the past month. I saw this footage, and one piece of footage was taken at 
3.00 am; that is, five kids in hoodies were riding bikes at three o’clock in the morning. These kids looked like they 
were 12 or 13 years old—young kids. I was also told that someone saw five kids on bikes hooning around in the 
grounds of Curtin University, near Kent Street. There was a group of Chinese students, and they were so frightened 
to walk past these kids on their way home from uni that they grabbed hold of the backpack of a local boy and clung 
to it as he walked past the group. Chinese students are being intimidated; we want these kids to come to our city, 
and they are getting accommodation close to the uni to make it more accessible for them, but they should not have to 
put up with this. Residents in Henning Crescent were subjected to a 19-year-old wielding an axe on two occasions 
about a month ago. This is someone wielding an axe, in my electorate. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Sometimes they might chop down a tree on the foreshore to get a better view. 
The Manning Primary School principal was at the meeting and he shared a story about the school having been broken 
into on several occasions; bikes are often stolen and there is vandalism. One resident saw an older tenant riding an 
old bike while holding two new kids’ bikes as he rode down the road. It was suspected that he might have grabbed 
the kids’ bikes from somewhere else. 
The Manning Community Association has decided to get itself organised. It has arranged a meeting with the officer 
in charge at the Kensington Police Station. I have a good relationship with the Kensington cops; they are fantastic. 
The Leader of the Opposition would have gone there when she was Minister for Police. They do a fantastic job, 
but we all know they cannot be everywhere. The association will meet with that police officer on Friday and I have 
suggested that it seek more support. When we had problems in Manning some years ago, soon after I was first 
elected, the police put the police horses through, and that was very effective. I think we need a bit more, and I am 
thinking that maybe the government could look at some sort of subsidy for home surveillance cameras. We have 
subsidies for lots of things now, so I think a subsidy for home surveillance cameras could be a good thing. If people 
paid for them and the government gave them a subsidy, it certainly would assist the police when there has been 
a burglary or break-in. 
Mr K.J.J. Michel interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Trendsetters in the Pilbara? They are trendsetters; I know that. I once went to the Pilbara 
and could not get a taxi on a Sunday morning. I had to find someone on the street and asked them, “Will you drive 
me to the airport?” He said, “Why?” I said, “I can’t get a taxi.” 
I had a look at the police statistics, and all this has happened when there has not been much change in the crime 
statistics in my electorate. Going into the last election in 2017, I got the statistics on crime, and crime was reduced 
in South Perth under our government. It is still not too bad, so I cannot really criticise what has happened, but 
something needs to be done in the CBD, especially in Northbridge. Northbridge is such an important tourism place, 
and if people stop going to Northbridge, it will be an issue for us.  
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: The Minister for Tourism should be concerned about that because it is a place that — 
Mr P. Papalia: If you guys stop talking it down. 
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Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, I am not talking it down. We are being truthful about it. The government cannot ignore 
it. It has to do something about it. It has to clean it up, make it look better and make it a place that people want to 
go to. If the government makes it vibrant, more people will go to that area. The more people there are in the area, 
the less chance there is of antisocial behaviour. When people are not in the area, these gangs can run up and down 
laneways and no-one really sees them. That is what makes it worse. Something needs to be done about this. We 
have to do something with the homeless people, too—I know that homelessness happens not just in Perth; I have 
seen the homeless in Melbourne and other cities, including New York. Sometimes the cops in New York disguise 
themselves as homeless people on a makeshift bed so that they can do a bit of surveillance and find out what is 
going on in the area. I have suggested to the member for Carine that he should get out there one night! 
Mr P. Papalia: I am with you. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am sure he will one day, but the Minister for Tourism and the Attorney General should 
listen to the message. Can the Attorney General answer the query I raised about glassing and whether glassing can 
be made into a more serious and specific offence? 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Can I ask you a question? 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Yes. 
Mr J.R. Quigley: Might you suggest a sentence for that offence to help me? 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, I do not believe in mandatory sentencing — 
Mr J.R. Quigley: No, not mandatory sentencing. We create a new offence but with what type of a sentence—five, 10— 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: No, that is the Attorney General’s job to put the penalty — 
Mr J.R. Quigley: But you criticised me. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: The Attorney General would be very popular with the people of this state if he created 
a specific offence for someone who glasses somebody else — 
Mr J.R. Quigley: And maims them, not scars them. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Well, scars them, because someone could be maimed for life. As the Attorney General said 
to me, if someone hit another person with a glass and took off a bit of skin on their wrist, that is different. It is the 
same as assaulting a police officer—there is assault and then there is assault, and this could be the same. The thing 
is that glassing is an insidious offence and it is cowardly. Members of the public do not condone it and the penalty 
should fit the crime in this instance. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [5.52 pm]: I would also like to contribute to this debate. To start with, I will speak 
generally about crime in this state. I am very happy to support this very worthy motion — 

That this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for failing to protect the community of 
Western Australia. 

It is another day, and we have yet another awful front page on The West Australian about a glassing incident in 
the CBD of our beautiful city and capital. What bad press we have had in this state for all the wrong reasons. 
Members from all sides of the house have every right to condemn the McGowan government for its failure to act 
and respond to the very concerning issue across this state of crime and public safety. Most recently and more 
specifically in Northbridge, assaults on the individual have increased by 39 per cent, leading to some awful publicity 
for Perth. The former government invested quite significantly in the city in Yagan Square, Elizabeth Quay and 
Optus Stadium, which has been responsible for attracting so many people to our capital from the regions and 
interstate. These projects are hallmarks of the former government and projects that, at the time, were opposed by 
the opposition in some form or another, particularly Elizabeth Quay and Optus Stadium. However, they are a real 
success story or the shining light of what a government is able to achieve in the area of tourism—an area that has 
really struggled under the McGowan government’s watch. 

This motion calls this government to take action. It asks this government to respond to the concerning levels of 
crime and community concern about public safety right across the state. It has often been said that the McGowan 
government is acting like it is still in opposition: it still looks back and points to the actions of the former Liberal 
government. When it comes to crime, it is very valuable for this side of the house to also reflect on what we did in 
government. In the eight years under the former Liberal–National government, we saw a heavy investment in 
police officers, providing over 1 050 additional police officers and auxiliary officers. We responded to issues of 
crime in Northbridge in particular when they were raised. We invested in free public transport into the city to 
encourage the free flow of crowds in our capital. We worked with community groups and people on the ground to 
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ensure that we could problem solve and address issues related to crime in Northbridge. It was working and it was 
an achievement of the former government. We worked with club and pub owners, we established a liquor accord 
and we liaised with the City of Perth council, which does not exist under this government’s watch. We were 
proactive in responding to the issue of crime. That is the sort of response that we on this side of the house are 
calling for. We are asking this government to respond to the issue of crime, which is a concern for not only the 
Liberal opposition, but also many people across this state, and why it continues to dominate the front pages of the 
paper and the discourse in all forms of media, and is a concern for retailers in our capital as well. Night after night 
we hear on the news and in the community how this is also affecting our small businesses. Many small businesses 
are shutting their doors as a result of the unfortunate incidents in our capital city. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): Members, can you keep the conversation down, please. 

Ms L. METTAM: I also want to focus on the people who work on the front line. As the shadow Minister for 
Transport, I would like to highlight the transit officers and the role that they undertake, and the people who work 
for the Public Transport Authority. They all undertake a very important role and it should be recognised that one 
of the most important responsibilities as a government is to ensure the safety of our public officers. It is an area in 
which this government has again fallen down. In the first 12 months of this government coming into office, we 
saw a 39 per cent jump in incidents and assaults affecting Transperth officers. I refer to The Sunday Times article 
of 18 November 2018 that states — 

Crime, violence and disorderly conduct on Transperth network is surging, with public transport bosses 
blaming society’s worsening behaviour. 

The article points to a massive 39 per cent increase in security incidents affecting officers on our train networks 
who work for the Public Transport Authority. The article also refers to bus drivers. Tim Dawson from the 
Transport Workers’ Union of Australia is quoted in the article — 

“We have got drivers who are spat on every other day on some routes,” … 

The article also states that security incidents on Transperth’s rail network rose by 7.26 per cent and was 25.5 per cent 
above the annual target for assaults on the rail network. That is of great concern. That was the first report card, if 
you like, on this government’s first 12 months in office. On the rail lines in particular we have seen a heavy level 
of assaults. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Given the time, I will leave the chair until the ringing of the bells. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 

Ms L. METTAM: Just to recap, this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for failing to protect 
the community of Western Australia. I have already outlined a few points about what the former government 
achieved in policing. Over eight years, we recruited over 1 050 additional police and auxiliary officers. 
I mentioned the work the previous government did in Northbridge, working with different community 
organisations, developing the liquor accord, and working with the Perth City Council, which was operational at 
that stage. We achieved some really good outcomes. This was complemented by a great amount of investment 
in our capital city, with Elizabeth Quay, Yagan Square and Optus Stadium. All are great hallmarks of the former 
Liberal–National government—real achievements that saw our capital transformed from Dullsville into the 
exciting city it is. 

What disappointment there has been more recently with the headlines we have seen in The West Australian. Today, 
there was another glassing incident, and more acts of violence in our central business district. I have already touched 
on the impact that this has on small businesses as well. There has been a 39 per cent increase in non–family related 
assaults in Northbridge. The city is on the front page of our daily newspaper, for all the wrong reasons. 
Another issue I touched on just briefly, but would like to reflect on again, is the impact on people who work for 
the Public Transport Authority as transit officers on buses, trains and ferries, and who do a fantastic job. I spoke 
to one of these officers just today—a former officer of four years’ service, who had written to me seeking support 
and a bit of understanding about what their job is, working on the front line in the public transport system, 
sometimes very late at night or in the early hours of the morning. It is a tough job. 
This Public Transport Authority worker sent me a copy of the letter he wrote resigning from his position as a transit 
officer. He outlines in the letter that he has learnt a lot on the job and developed an extensive skillset within the 
role. His letter goes on to state — 

However during the approximate 4 years I have been employed, I have been 
• Headbutted in the back of the head 
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• Assaulted in the groin 
• Spat in the face by an Offender 
• Had rocks strike me during incidents 
• Been involved in a fatality 
• Been punched in the head by various Offenders, struggled against numbers of resisting offenders 
• Had my thumb wrecked backwards and my back and head slammed against the bulkhead door 

of a train during an arrest 
• Had an offender attempt to strangle me with a cord 
• Had my face used as a punching bag by an offender and was unable to defend myself 
• Was stabbed in the head by an Offender with a knife … 
• Kicked in the groin again after returning to work 
• Many other things I’ve had to endure 

This particular public transport worker wrote to me seeking an ear for his story. I had a chat to him this afternoon, 
and he talked about the fact that in many respects he sees it as a very fulfilling role and he likes the team that he 
works with, but people working in the public transport system, his colleagues, feel very vulnerable. They have 
a capsicum spray and a baton, but there has been a big issue with police response times in particular. The assaults 
he has been subject to mean that he has required additional psychological support, which he has sought outside the 
workplace. He states that has been somewhat disappointing. I think those are some really fair concerns. In particular, 
he is concerned about the rate of assaults he has seen. I point to the first 12 months under this government’s watch 
in which we have seen the number of security incidents on the bus network jump by 39 per cent and security 
incidents on Transperth’s rail network rise by 7.2 per cent, which is 25 per cent above the annual target. In the 
article I referred to earlier, the union states that drivers on some routes have been spat on every other day. It paints 
a pretty awful picture for our workers on our trains and buses. 
Looking at the train system, over a 12-month period, we see the number of assaults on the Armadale line has 
increased by 22 per cent. On the Mandurah line, it is 22 per cent as well. The guy resigning from the PTA who 
contacted me stated that Perth station was particularly bad. He actually works on the Armadale line. An article in 
The West Australian of 9 February states that the Armadale line is one of the most violent lines for assaults in Perth, 
and in the last 12 months there were 45 incidents in total. Effectively, this line sees one incident every three days, 
which is of great concern. We are also seeing a 33 per cent increase in incidents of spitting at Perth train station. 
The Midland and Armadale lines have had increases of 21 and 24 per cent respectively. Public Transport Authority 
employees working on our trains and our bus stations are increasingly concerned about this. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms L. METTAM: Earlier, I pointed to the former government’s investment over eight years in police and its 
commitment to appoint more than 1 000 new police officers. I also pointed out what the former government had 
done in Northbridge to work with community groups and the City of Perth when it was operational. When issues 
were raised about transit guards and people working in public offices, the former government introduced tougher 
penalties to protect those people. We introduced mandatory jail terms for assaults committed against police officers, 
ambulance officers, transit guards and security guards, which resulted in a significant reduction in the number of 
assaults against those officers. I point to a media statement from 2016 that highlights the fact that assaults against 
public officers reduced by 26 per cent in 2015 compared with the situation in 2009. The then government responded 
proactively to issues that faced public officers such as those who were working in the public transport system. 

In 2011, the Liberal–National government responded to issues that were being raised about attacks on Public Transport 
Authority officers. I point to Hansard and a question without notice that was asked in the Assembly on 
22 November 2011 in which the government responded to a matter raised by the then member for Jandakot. The 
former government increased investment in transit officers by 10 per cent and made a major investment in CCTV 
on buses and trains. There was also engagement by the former Minister for Transport. 

In referring to what the previous government did when issues were raised about Northbridge or issues affecting 
people who work for the Public Transport Authority, it raises the question about what this government has 
promised and delivered. Again we have seen another broken promise. In the lead-up to the March 2017 state 
election, the Labor Party promised to allocate $1 million in the public transport space to install screens in response 
to complaints from bus drivers. I pointed to the buses earlier. Assaults against bus drivers increased by 39 per cent 
between 2017 and 2018. In opposition, the Labor Party made a commitment to invest $1 million for the 
installation of perspex screens on WA buses. Clearly, the McGowan Labor government has failed to deliver on 
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that promise. In opposition, the Labor Party also committed a McGowan Labor government to coordinate and 
integrate bus and train security to make drivers and passengers feel safe. I am not sure where that is at, but 
I would be very interested to know whether any progress has been made on that commitment. We know that the 
other commitment is effectively a broken promise and there is concern amongst the sector about that. It is quite 
clear that any commitment, any promise to make our public transport workers safer, has been a broken promise. 
When we look at the numbers I have highlighted tonight, we can see that it has failed, particularly at train stations 
and on our buses as well.  

I would like to take up the rest of my time to highlight some of the issues more pertinent to my electorate. We 
have seen a four per cent increase in 2018–19 in offences in the Busselton and Dunsborough areas, and family 
related assaults have gone up, with 173 offences this year compared with 130 offences last year. In some areas, we 
have seen a 116 per cent increase of offences on the individual in West Busselton, and in Busselton, a 12 per cent 
increase in assaults on individuals as well. The issues raised at a state level by our shadow minister and other 
members in this place are also being felt in the community.  

A local issue I am particularly concerned about, which I would like the McGowan government to focus on, is that 
of the issues affecting our youth. The former government supported the City of Busselton’s plan for a new youth 
building on Busselton’s foreshore. In many respects and to a large degree that has been a fantastic win for the 
community. It was designed and built with an understanding that it would be a platform for youth activity and 
events. That building neighbours a skate park and the foreshore area, and since it has opened it has attracted a lot 
of youth in need. It has been a very good outcome for the community of Busselton that youth in need have 
somewhere to go. It has been a great surprise to the community about how many vulnerable youth we have. What 
was initially an idea or a project about hosting events has now become much more focused on supporting our 
vulnerable youth. To that end, it has also highlighted some of the real problems we are faced with in Busselton, 
one of the fastest growing local government areas in regional Western Australia.  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, the member for Vasse has the call. Member for Vasse, carry on.  

Ms L. METTAM: It is all right.  

It has highlighted that a lot of issues face our youth. During the estimates process I highlighted some of them to 
the Minister for Community Services, because when important issues have been raised and there is a need for child 
protection to get involved and respond to issues of concern, there has been an inability to get a fair response within 
time or outside business hours. If we couple these issues with some of the youth crime concerns in Busselton, with 
two alleged attacks on Busselton Senior High School teachers in May 2018 making state news and other issues of 
youth crime, some reported and some unreported, in the City of Busselton, it is very clear that there needs to be 
a commitment of at least one youth crime intervention officer dedicated to that city. Four youth crime intervention 
officers are based in Bunbury. They make an occasional visit to Busselton, but given the demand in the city, it is clear 
to everyone that that does not go far enough. It does not meet the demands of this growing city or a local government 
area population that has overtaken that of the City of Bunbury. Given that four youth crime intervention officers 
are based in Bunbury, there would be some value in having at least one youth crime intervention officer based in 
the City of Busselton, which is close to other smaller towns in the south west. The City of Busselton does a fantastic 
job of reporting and liaising directly with police about incidents, and I have raised this with the Minister for Police 
in questions and through correspondence. There would be so much value in having that dedicated presence. This is 
not something I have just imagined. There is a lot of community support and groundswell about this issue. This is 
about supporting our most vulnerable at a time when there can be a measurable impact on their lives. I appreciate that 
I am almost at time and I have already had an extension. I sum up by saying that I support this motion condemning 
the McGowan Labor government for failing to protect the community of WA, highlighting the fact that the 
government broke its promise to support our public transport officers, in particular bus drivers. The City of Busselton 
has an outstanding need for a youth crime intervention officer to support this growing town and that younger 
demographic at its most vulnerable stage of life. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [7.23 pm]: What a miserable lot of doomsayers 
opposite whipping up crime, trying to take advantage of other people’s misery, trying to whip up a frenzy to get 
people to live in fear and trying to play that fear card. They have already trashed the reputation of Mandurah and 
made it sound like it some crime capital when it is not. Now they are trashing the reputation of Northbridge. They 
are trying to get ordinary people not to go there. They have not done a single business owner in Northbridge 
a favour by continuing to whip up a fear of crime there. They have overplayed their hand. They see some tawdry 
little political advantage in whipping up a frenzy and misrepresenting crime statistics. Everybody knows that from 
time to time in particular areas crime will go up a little and then it will come down a bit. Members need to follow 
the overall crime trends over time. Then they will see that over the past two years there has been a significant 
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downward trend in crime. Members opposite are reflecting on the time of the Barnett–Harvey government when 
the member for Scarborough was the Minister for Police and it was some halcyon day when there was no crime 
and everything was fantastic. Police morale was high. They responded quickly. None of these terrible incidents 
occurred. Nothing could be further from the truth, because the empirical evidence tells a very different story. I will 
not go into it in terribly much detail tonight because I have put it on record so many times before, but we know 
that police morale was at an all-time low because of the policing model that the former government put in place, 
whereby it effectively halved the number of officers who were responding. We now have more officers responding 
in Northbridge than ever before. Officers are responding on foot and on bike patrol. In just about every instance 
that the opposition has cited, police have been on the scene very quickly indeed. We know across the statistics that 
crime is trending downwards in Western Australia in just about every category. 

We also know that police response times have improved dramatically since the days of the failed policing model 
promoted by the Barnett–Harvey government. We know that our drug seizures have gone up significantly and our 
clearance rates have improved. Since opposition members have spent a lot of time reflecting on their time in office 
through rose-coloured glasses, let us look at the statistics. I am not choosing a particular suburb and comparing 
three months with another three months. I am looking at the overall crime statistics for Western Australia. 
Members can look them up if they want to. In 2009–10, when the former government came to office, there were 
213 910 crime reports. By the 2015–16 financial year, some six years later, that had risen to 292 894. That is 
a 27 per cent increase in six years across the state of Western Australia. I do not know of any other government 
that has achieved such a massive increase in crime reports in such a short time. Let us not forget that response 
times were slower. The percentage of priority 1 and 2 incidents responded to within 12 minutes decreased from 
81 per cent in 2011–12 to 69 per cent by 2014–15. 

From the Drug Use Monitoring in Australia results, we know that those in the police watch house testing positive 
for methamphetamine increased on the member for Scarborough’s watch from 28 per cent positive results in 2011–12 
to nearly 70 per cent in 2014–15. We saw this massive escalation in the number of people in police watch houses 
on methamphetamine because the former government ignored the problem. Similarly, with the wastewater drug 
monitoring program, we saw significant increases in the use of methamphetamine. By comparison, under the 
McGowan government we have increased the police budget. We are getting police the equipment they need, such 
as body cameras and vests. They are soon to be equipped with mobile devices. They are responding to crime faster. 
The percentage of priority 1 and 2 incidents that were responded to within 12 minutes or less increased from 
78 per cent in 2015–16 to 83 per cent in 2017–18. It is interesting that a lot of people sitting opposite are 
complaining about crime in their areas, but I can tell members about some areas within which crime has decreased 
since 2015–16. These are areas represented by members opposite. Crime in Kalgoorlie has decreased by two per cent 
since we came to government. Crime in Dalkeith has decreased by two per cent. The overall crime rate in Busselton 
has decreased by three per cent, yet the member for Vasse would have people believe that things have gone from 
bad to worse in that area. The fact is that we are improving on the former government’s abysmal record. Crime in 
Byford, which is in the electorate of Darling Range, has decreased by nine per cent. Crime in Cottesloe has decreased 
by 13 per cent, and in South Perth it has decreased by 19 per cent. Crime in Moora, which may interest you, 
Mr Acting Speaker (Mr R.S. Love), has decreased by 31 per cent. Crime in Esperance has decreased by 31 per cent, 
and in Trigg it has decreased by 32 per cent. Anyone can look at individual suburbs, pull out some figures and draw 
a conclusion. What I have put before the house is improved results right across the state of Western Australia. We 
have improved all areas of policing. Members should keep in mind that the former government rested on its laurels 
at the last election and did not make a commitment to engage a single extra officer. I do not know why members 
opposite talk about all the additional officers they employed who were wasted under a new model during their 
time in office. The fact is that they went to the election with the view that their job was done—Western Australia 
had enough police. We said, “No, there’s not enough police tackling the issue of methamphetamine” and that is 
why we committed to and delivered 100 extra officers to deal with methamphetamine. We have put 25 extra officers 
in the regional enforcement unit because too many people were dying on country roads. We also said that people 
in the outer suburbs deserve to have the same 24-hour access to a police station that people in the inner metropolitan 
area have. But members opposite resent that. They resent the fact that people in Ellenbrook and Armadale have 
a 24-hour police station. They think it is a waste and should not happen. There were 24-hour police stations in 
Perth, Mirrabooka and Joondalup, but the former government could not care less about those outer suburbs. It said, 
“Drive to Cannington, drive to Mirrabooka or somewhere else.” 

Our police force has been achieving some magnificent results in drug seizures. It is a whole new approach, 
which I have previously outlined in the house. The police are moving in and charging people. Last week, 
I highlighted the pill press that was seized, the sheer number of pills that a pill press can produce and the drugs 
that were seized on that occasion. We have seized more drugs than ever before and taken them out of the 
community. We have also put extra police officers into the service. As I said in the house during question time last 
week, the Western Australian Police Academy is running at near capacity with eight squads, two of which will 
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graduate on 13 September. Larger intakes in incoming schools will see up to 190 recruits at the academy by 
December. We have special cadet programs for those from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and 
the Aboriginal cadet program. 
MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [7.33 pm]: It gives me great pleasure to contribute to this debate. I will reinforce 
what we are talking about. The motion reads — 

That the house seeks to condemn the McGowan Labor government for failing to protect the community 
of Western Australia. 

It is interesting that the Minister for Police gave a very short and shallow contribution. I would have thought that she 
would have had hours of examples to share with us to prove that the government has protected the community but, 
rather, she gave a very shallow contribution. I was hoping that her contribution would convince me that maybe the 
government was doing a better job than what I hear in the community and what I see advertised in our newspapers 
and on our televisions and radio stations. Unfortunately, the minister was not able to do that. From what I can see, 
she was not even able to convince her own side and give it a strong list of things that she has done, and the 
government has done more broadly, in two and a half years to try to protect the community. We can make many 
points in this debate on the motion about the McGowan government failing the community of Western Australia. 
Obviously, one area is law and order. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr R.S. Love): Members! Member for Carine, before you go on, I would like to 
point out that we have some young visitors in the gallery, guests of the Minister for Transport, and we would like 
to set a good example with our behaviour. Member for Carine. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: This government is failing the community because it is dysfunctional. It is full of 
incompetent ministers on the front bench, while others who are more capable are being held back because they do 
not have the right union affiliations or the right support base to be able to get to the front bench. We see that 
regularly. Of course, that was evidenced again recently on television, when the former Labor Premier Brian Burke 
made his comments about the lack of talent in the McGowan government. I am not sure whether he was talking 
about just the ministers or the entire Labor Party membership, but he was definitely referencing the front bench 
and the ministers. He stated that they have a lack of vision and are not helping the state to move forward. We know 
that the Premier was a disciple of Brian Burke; when Brian Burke was the Premier, he was the current Premier’s 
mentor. The now Premier is a very good friend of Brian Burke. We know there is a strong connection and 
relationship there, albeit the government is trying to sever that now. Brian Burke was able to make a valid comment 
about the failings of this government. It has failed in many respects. It does not matter where we look. If we look 
at the land of local government, obviously, as a former shadow Minister for Local Government, the list of failures 
by the Minister for Local Government in that sector is so long and distressing that — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Member for Carine, I am on my feet. Member for Baldivis, enough shouting. Member 
for Carine, continue, please. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: It is very distressing to see what the government has done to that sector. Not only that; it 
is also now leaning on the local government sector to do its job for it. This government is trying to handball to 
local government everything it is failing to do, saying, “We’re incompetent; we can’t do this. We want you guys 
to step up and fill that gap”, whether it be with homelessness or whatever. It is now trying to shift many different 
responsibilities over to local government. I think that is a bit distressing. I want to make sure that we put on the 
record that this government is trying to pass the buck at every opportunity it can. Even after two and a half years 
in office, it is still trying to blame the former government for all its failures. It takes no responsibility for anything 
that it has done. Of course, it is understandable that it does not take responsibility, because it is failing across the 
board in everything that it does. It is not achieving results. It is very easy for government members to stand up in 
this Parliament and try to argue that they are making some inroads, or making some good decisions, or helping the 
community, but members need only go out there and talk to people such as small business owners to see the reality. 
It is getting harder and harder to find small business people out there because the shops are struggling and they are 
closing. When the government says it is helping people and making good decisions, the only thing it is helping 
small business people to do is transition out of business. The federal government is probably lucky in this respect, 
because this government is creating jobs in only one place. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: The Department of the Premier and Cabinet! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: No, not the Department of the Premier and Cabinet—the old Centrelink. That is the only 
place where it is creating a lot of jobs. The lines at Centrelink are getting so long that it is creating jobs for people to 
usher those waiting in line to the queue that they need to get into. It is a real disgrace. The member for Hillarys, the 
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shadow Minister for Police, highlighted deficiencies in police numbers and support for the police. On Channel Nine 
this evening, the Leader of the Opposition talked about the lack of police in our capital city and in Northbridge. 
The Minister for Police did not appear on television. I think she sent the commissioner to say a few words. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: It was the local officers. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: It was the local officers. Last weekend they were 28 officers short—on the weekend in 
Northbridge! Members can imagine how concerning it would be for people to walk through Northbridge in the evening. 
It can be very unsafe. The member for Dawesville indicated that he and I regularly walk through the city and 
occasionally go to Northbridge to have a look around and see what is going on. We can see the distress. It is not a joke! 
Is quite concerning to walk through there and see people suffering. It is not just people who are struggling with 
being homeless, but also those with mental health issues who are in real distress. It is very concerning to go through 
the city on a regular basis and not see that anything is being done to help those people. They are there every week. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: You walk through there regularly, don’t you? 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I do. Every week I walk through there to see what is going on. It is not getting any better. 
I have put out the hand of friendship to the Premier and the member for Fremantle and asked to look at the problem 
together to try to solve this problem. I am now, effectively, the de facto member for Rockingham. I have taken 
that electorate under my wing because the Premier obviously has had no interest in Rockingham for many years. 
I have been in touch with the council down there — 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr R.S. Love): Members, settle down! 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The people down in Rockingham are very keen to talk to me when I go there. They have 
not spoken to a member of Parliament for a long time. They have requested that I bring messages for the Premier 
to Parliament, and I have. I have delivered messages to the Premier from his electorate from this spot. The people 
of Rockingham have asked me to pass on their concerns and issues to the Premier when I get a chance to see him. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: But he’s not listening. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: That is right! Everyone tries to shoot the messenger. All of a sudden it is my fault because 
I am showing an interest in the people of Rockingham and what they are suffering. Why is that the case? Does 
the Premier care? Before he got elected, he spoke about gold-standard transparency. He definitely has a lot of 
transparency; his constituents cannot see him he is so transparent. If he were any more transparent, he would be 
an invisible man. He is definitely transparent in Rockingham. They have no idea who he is or what he looks like. 
They see him on TV and that is all they know. I hope that, with my continued effort in the state seat of Rockingham, 
the Premier will show some interest down there and show up to events and functions. Otherwise, I will continue 
to be its de facto representative in Parliament, as well as looking after the people of Carine and the broader 
Western Australian community to make sure that this government is held to account for its failings. 
When the Premier was first elected, he told us not to talk down the state. It does not really matter, to a large degree, 
what we say in this house because all people have to do is look at the TV, radio or newspapers — 
Dr D.J. Honey: The front page of The West Australian! 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: It’s on the front page of The West—and Twitter and Facebook. You name it! Nationally 
and internationally the message is getting out all over the world about what is going on here in Western Australia. 
It is not all about the quokka. I know that the member for Warnbro is travelling around the world promoting the 
quokka and building up frequent flyer points at an astronomical rate, and that is great. I am glad he is doing that, 
because it means he does not have to see the shambles left behind here in Western Australia while he is over there 
trying to promote the state. 
Of course, when people come here, they walk through the city of Perth and they see what is going on with the 
homeless people sleeping on the streets, the way they are behaving and how much they are suffering. I do not think 
people are scared; I think they are concerned and have compassion. It is about — 
Mr D.T. Punch: What about Newstart? 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Trust me, Newstart is not the answer for these people. They need wraparound services and 
they need a lot more than Newstart, I can tell the member that. 
It is very, very concerning. We remember that Fremantle, 20 or 30 years ago, was seen as the jewel in the crown 
of Western Australia, back in the America’s Cup days. Since then, every single year it has become progressively 
worse and worse, and we have to ask ourselves why. Why has that happened? Is it because the local state member 
has let it down? Is it because the federal member has let it down? Is it because the city council has let it down, or 
is it because all of them combined have let it down? The answer is that they are all in it together. 
Dr A.D. Buti: The Dockers! 
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Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Let us not go to the Dockers now! I like Fremantle. When I was 19, 20 years old, I used 
to go to Fremantle all the way from Bassendean just to catch up with friends for a cup of coffee, and it was a nice 
place to go. It is not like that anymore; it is nowhere near as good as it used to be. I have friends who run businesses 
there on the main strip and from time to time I talk to them and they tell me about how difficult it is, some of the 
silly decisions that are made and all the roadblocks that get put in their way, and that is why businesses are struggling. 
Businesses are struggling because there is a disconnect between elected officials, bureaucrats and public servants, 
and the real world. They do not understand and appreciate the struggles these people are experiencing. They do 
not understand how difficult it has been for them to make the decision they have made to go into business and do 
all the things they need to do to generate wealth and employment, to help the people of Western Australia and to 
generate some activity. 

I used to say that when I worked at the Australian Taxation Office. My staff would report back to me and tell me 
how they had dealt with a particular client, and they were really harsh. I said, “Well, hold on. You need to look at 
this person’s record and details. If they are compliant and they made one mistake, you’ve got to try to help people. 
You’ve got to build them up; you can’t bring them down.” I said, “You can be hard on the crooks, but for people 
who make an honest mistake and are trying to do the right thing, you’ve got to” — 

Mr R.R. Whitby: The loveable taxman! 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I do not know if I am more loved now than I was before; I am not sure! 

It is about understanding and empathising with people and their difficulties. People in this place unfortunately talk 
about that more than they are able to do it. They say they understand, but their actions do not reflect their words. 
If we did a little more of that, if we understood and empathised with people out there in the community, I think 
we might be making different decisions and doing things slightly differently. I think we might have a bit more 
concern about and compassion for people. I was talking to the member for Kimberley earlier today about the 
Nyoongar Patrols; I think they have disappeared off the face of the earth. Do they still exist, minister? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Yes, they do. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Do they? I think both of us were saying that we have not seen them for so long, we did 
not know whether they still existed. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: In Perth, that is right. We have not seen them. We used to see them all the time. I think 
the night patrol at Kununurra has been shut down; I think Halls Creek still has a night patrol, but I think the council 
covers that, not the state government. The state government is vacating space all over the place, according to the 
information I have; I am happy to be corrected. I am happy to be corrected when the minister next gets to her feet 
and hopefully spends more than five minutes listing her achievements! Hopefully, there will be more achievements 
so that it takes more than five minutes to list them! 

Let us not forget that this government came to power at a time when there was more money than there was prior 
to the election. There was more money there. We know about the GST fix. We know about the iron ore royalties, 
and royalties more generally. We know about the federal election and the infrastructure funds that the government 
has received. It is not as though the government does not have more money than it thought it would have. The 
Treasurer is probably carrying this entire frontbench on his back. Even he said in this Parliament that he has got 
some vision and ideas that he wants to do, but he is not allowed to do it because the unions and the cabinet have 
said, “No, you can’t do that. If you do that, you’re out of a job”! He has to be careful that the decisions he makes 
fit within the narrow scope and the intellectual capacity of the people he is dealing with. That is what is holding 
back this state. It is holding back the potential that he could maybe do a lot better. I look forward to him resigning 
from that role when the outer harbour is not built. He should be looking for a bigger and better job. The state could 
do more under his leadership than they can under the current Premier. He has come short so many times. It is so 
disappointing that he does not really have any real vision for where this state is going. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Let us not forget about the $250 million in iron ore royalties that BHP handed over. There 
was a dispute and BHP gave the government $250 million. Do not tell me there is not enough money to help the 
vulnerable people out there who are suffering. As I tell people in the not-for-profit sector, there is money for those 
who are in the inner circle. There is money if the government wants to buy a vote. There is money if the government 
is trying to do something that it has an interest in. The government will tell people who are in the outer circle that 
there is no money—the Premier’s government has spent it all. They will be told to work within their means. Do 
not believe them because there are so many signals out there that say that is not true. I am out there all the time 
working with different sections of the community saying, “Don’t trust what they’re saying. Don’t trust what the 
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minister is saying.” Challenge, stand up to them, and you know what? They would not dare push back. Do members 
know why? It is because the not-for-profit sector and others are propping up this government. They are doing their 
job. If they were not doing their job, nobody would be doing it. The government would vacate this space—they 
have vacated this space already! They are hoping others will pick it up. Across the board, they are vacating space 
everywhere and just trying to find someone else to leverage off. But not them; they do not want to take any 
responsibility. They do not want to do anything in that space. 
After the last Labor Party conference, we can see why there is dysfunction. They are too busy focusing on 
themselves. They are too busy focusing on their own little internal power battles to see who can control the party 
and who can be in the ministry. They throw people around like confetti. It has nothing to do with talent or ability. 
It is just, “Your faction gets six and your faction gets seven”, and each faction works out who they need to keep 
happy and who they do not. We have seen that in the quality of the frontbench as opposed to the quality of the 
backbench. Some of the backbenchers have a lot more potential. The member for Pilbara should definitely be 
a minister! He is a small business man. He knows what this state needs. He should be a frontbencher; there is no 
doubt about that. The member for Bunbury was a bureaucrat for a little too long. I am not sure whether he is the 
right person. I can see that the member for Baldivis may have some potential. Labor Party members need to start 
holding their ministers to account. They need to start calling them out. They need to stand up for their electorates 
and their communities. They need to start telling these ministers that they are destroying our state. They are not 
doing their job. They are totally incompetent and they need to be removed. 
Mr P.A. Katsambanis: How about the member for Armadale? 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: My good friend the member for Armadale—I have never ever met anybody with more 
ability than the member for Armadale. He is very capable. He has an extremely long list of achievements to his 
name. He would wipe the floor with everybody on that side within five seconds—apart from me of course! I am one 
of two Tonys. He will have a bit of a battle on his hands. He has met his match there. Otherwise, he would wipe 
the floor with everybody on that side. Our state is the poorer for him being left right out. He could fill any portfolio 
and hit the ground running. I feel sorry, not for the member for Armadale, but for the people of Western Australia, 
because they are missing out on his capabilities. Of course, the member for Armadale should be very happy, 
because the previous government looked after Armadale like no other electorate. I think we invested a fair bit of 
money in his schools and other infrastructure out there. 
Dr A.D. Buti: It was my great advocacy, yes. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: His great advocacy! No, it was because he is a great bloke and we like him and we thought 
he deserved a bit of a leg up. 
We are not political like the Labor Party is. We look around the state and ask: Where is the main need? What 
decisions need to be made? Who do we need to help? We try to help the community and achieve those outcomes. 
The minister went on about the crime statistics. We know that crime is out of control. People do not feel safe in 
their homes. We only have to turn on the television any day of the week to see the rampaging gangs of marauders 
running through shopping centres in Cockburn and Mandurah and through the city. My good friend Jim Kidd tells 
me how much stock he is losing on a weekly basis. They are so brazen; they just walk into the store, grab what 
they want and walk out. They do not even bother hiding it: “Hey, by the way; look at me. I’m filling my bag up.” 
The Labor Party is just letting that happen. I cannot believe it. I cannot believe that these criminals now know that 
they can get away with whatever they like. There is nothing to stop them doing what they are doing. They fill up 
their bags and just walk out. They say, “You can’t do anything and do you know why? It’s because the Labor Party 
is in government; they’re our friends. They allow us to fill our pockets. They’re not the friends of small business; 
they’re our friends who keep filling our pockets and giving you guys a hard time.” It beggars belief. 
Of course, we went to Kalgoorlie. It is great to see that the Labor Party is going to Kalgoorlie, because it is good to 
get out to regional WA and find out what is going on. We have obviously been there and had a chat with everybody. 
There are things that the government needs to do in Kalgoorlie. It needs to invest some money out there. I am sure 
that the member for Kalgoorlie, who is a great advocate for his electorate, will show the government the things 
that need to be done. The not-for-profit sector needs some support. There are some great people doing some great 
work out there, but Kalgoorlie is struggling. When government members go out there, they will see, as they will 
anywhere else in Western Australia, empty shops and businesses struggling. People are doing it hard. They just 
need a little bit of help. Somehow, I do not think they will get it from this government, based on the performance 
that I have seen in the past two and a half years. I am sure that 12 months out from the election, it will ramp up its 
spin, start pretending that it cares and finally throw some money around in the home stretch. But people will have 
made up their mind by then. People know what the government is not doing. They know where it is failing. They 
see it every single day; they live it. They do not need us to tell them; they are telling us. The opposition is being 
generous. We care about our communities, so we are sharing their pain with the government. We are sharing their 
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issues and begging the government to step up to the mark, do the right thing and fix them so that these communities 
can benefit. What is the government doing? It is ignoring us. But by ignoring us, it is ignoring the communities. It 
is ignoring its own communities. We are getting out and about not only in our electorates, but also in the electorates 
of government members. We are trying to see what is going on more broadly across the state. The very strong 
message that we are getting is that the government is not listening, it does not care and its priorities are wrong. 
The Premier is too busy jetting around and going to Government House and all the other things that he is doing. 
He does not have a lot of time to care about the people of Western Australia because he is too busy enjoying his 
time as Premier. He is taking advantage of it to the best of his ability. All the infrastructure that was built by the 
former Liberal–National government is now benefiting the state of Western Australia. The government is always 
talking up these wonderful infrastructure assets when there are great events going on—how wonderful they are, 
what a great investment they are and how they have lifted the state. Optus Stadium is winning international awards, 
yet Labor members talked it down. They did not want us to build it. They told us that it was a waste of money and 
that it was in the wrong location. 
Mr D.R. Michael interjected. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Perth Arena? That was hundreds of millions of dollars over budget thanks to you guys, so 
we finished it off and got it back on track. Perth Arena is now a good investment because we took over. Members 
opposite talk about these assets as though they hate them. On the one hand, they tell us how bad we were, and, on 
the other hand, they take credit for what we did. The people of Western Australia are not stupid. They know who 
did what. They know exactly what the government has not done. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: It is pretty obvious that the government does not care about crime. It is pretty obvious that 
the government does not care about the people of Western Australia who are suffering. It is comforting to me to 
know that the minister does not care about the suffering of the people of Western Australia. The minister does not 
want to listen to the messages that they are delivering to this Parliament. 
Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The minister just wants to mock and ridicule the people in the electorates of Western Australia 
and pretend that the messages they are sending to this Parliament are stupid. The minister is saying, “I don’t want to 
hear about all the problems and all the suffering. The member is a joke, because he is telling us how much people are 
suffering and struggling. I don’t want to know, because that means I will have to do some work as a minister.” It is 
absolutely amazing that that is the mentality of members opposite. The government should not treat people like that. 
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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